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The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust is a Registered Charity, no. 1088706  
and a Registered Company, limited by guarantee, no. 4075920. 

 
                 

 

The official signing of the Feasibility Study contract, which took place at 
Newport Lock on 17th May 2003.  Seated are Mr David Adams (Trust Chairman) 

and Mr  Patrick Moss (Managing Consultant, W S Atkins), whilst behind are 
guests Mr Peter Bradley M.P. and Mr & Mrs Derek Farmer (Inland Waterways 

Association) and a number of Trustees and members. 
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President: Mr Tom Manning 
Patron: John Craven OBE 

Trustees: 
Chairman: David Adams 
Beeston House, 2 Princess Gardens, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7ET 
Tel:   01952 810681                                                                      email:  chair@sncanal.org.uk 

Vice Chairman:  Sue Harris 
5 Henley Drive, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7SB 
Tel:   01952 271998                                                                 
Secretary:  Steve Bean  
4 Arscott, Pontesbury, Shrewsbury, SY5 0XP 
Tel:   01743 860488                                                                 email: secretary@sncanal.org.uk  
Treasurer: Keith Lewis 
154 Holyhead Road, Wellington, Telford, TF1 2DL 
Tel:   07966 185848                                                                 email:  treasurer@sncanal.org.uk 
Membership Secretary: Dee Nelson 
Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 
Tel:  01743 761447                                              email:  membership@sncanal.org.uk 

¨  John Bentley 
13 Mere Close, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7SL 
Tel:   01952 403984                                                                  email:  jbentley@sncanal.org.uk 

¨  David Crow 
Wappenshall Farm, Wellington, Telford, Shropshire, TF6 6DE 
Tel:   01952 222134 

¨  Tam Hazan 
Severnside House, 75 Coton Hill, Shrewsbury, SY1 2DP 
Tel:  01743 352172                                                             email:  thazan@sncanal.org.uk 
¨  Kira Holland 
99 Sundorne Crescent, Shrewsbury, SY1 4JH 
Tel:   01743 243412                                                                 email:  kholland@sncanal.org.uk 

¨  Brian Nelson 
Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 
Tel:  01743 761447                                                     email:  bnelson@sncanal.org.uk 

¨  Rodney Pitt 
1 Queens Drive, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7EU 
Tel:  01952 811444                                                           email:  rpitt@sncanal.org.uk 

¨  Dennis Rogers 
Melden, 21 Newtown, Church Aston, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7HT  
Tel: 01952 813377                                                        email:  drogers@sncanal.org.uk 
¨  Charlie Stroud 
Firtree Lodge, Standeford Bridge, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8BA 
Tel:  01952 550797                                                                     email:  cstroud@sncanal.org.uk 

¨  Robert Swann 
64 Warwick Way, Leegomery, Telford, Shropshire, TF1 6JZ 
Tel:  01952 243450                                                            email:  rswann@sncanal.orguk 

¨  Vaughan Welch 
29 Dice Pleck, Northfield, Birmingham, B31 3XW 
Tel:  0121 477 9782                                       email:  vwelch@sncanal.org.uk 
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As was reported in the last issue of S&News the task of carrying out the feasibility 
study into restoration has been awarded to WS Atkins Consultants Ltd.  On May 
17th the contact between the Trust and Atkins was formally signed at Newport 
Lock (see front cover). Despite what has been reported in the local press, the 
study is at an early stage with Atkins still gathering information. Certainly 
nothing has been decided and preferred options are far from being concluded. 
However, Atkins are confident in the outcomes being positive for restoration of 
the canal.      

It is still intended that the final report will be available by the autumn and the 
conclusions will be covered in the next issue of S&News. 

����������


We are very pleased to welcome as individual and family members:  
Julie Harris & Matthew Connolly of Uffington, Shrewsbury 

Christopher Talbot of Kidderminster 
Peter & Joan Jones of Hadnall, Shropshire 

Richard Houlgate of Shrewsbury 
Helen Rainbow of Stoke-on-Trent 

Terry& Vanessa Price & Family of Shrewsbury 
Roger & Betty Carlyle of Ford, Shropshire 

Geoffrey & Linda Jenkinson of Stoke-on-Trent 
Stephen & Susan Green & Family of High Ercall, Shropshire 

Mark & Anne Cleary of Newport, Shropshire 
Norman & Anita Shinton of Telford 

John & Gillian Webster of Ellesmere, Shropshire 
Mr A D & Mrs C A Baker of Lilleshall, Shropshire 

Jay Mitchell of Shrewsbury 
Brian Dorothy & Gordon Davies of Telford 

Neil & Stephanie Dobson of Telford 
Phil Homer of Telford 

Chris Chambers & Lynda Jones of Shrewsbury 
Roger & Alison Bliss of Market Drayton, Shropshire 
Peter Stuart of Newcastle Under Lyme, Staffordshire 

Stanley & Jeanne Noble of Newport, Shropshire 
Bernie & Anne Jones of Withington, Shrewsbury 

Judy & Arthur Palmer & Family of Norbury, Staffordshire 
Philip Joseph Wardle of Shrewsbury 

David & Anne Andrew of Church Stretton, Shropshire 
Christine Patricia Brooks of Newport, Shropshire. 
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Membership of the Trust stands at 548. This is calculated on the basis of 1 for 
each individual membership, 2 for each family membership and 4 for each 
corporate membership.  

The graph below shows how membership has steadily grown since the formation 
of the Trust.  

As some members will have already found out from their renewal request, it has 
been decided to harmonise the membership year so that all memberships will now 
run to 30 September. Full details of how this process will be implemented will be 
given with renewal requests. This change will not at present affect those paying 
by standing order. 

It has also been decided to introduce a life membership category due to popular 
demand! Again, details will be included with future renewals.   

�����
���
����
����	


Thursday 18th September - 7.30p.m. Trustee’s meeting*, Guildhall, Newport  

Saturday 18th October (provisional) - Open Day - further details will be issued 
when arrangements are confirmed. 

Thursday 20th November - 7.30p.m. Trustee’s meeting*, Guildhall, Newport  

*Trustee’s meetings are open to members - it is suggested you confirm before 
travelling. 

Membership Totals November 2000 - July 2003
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As reported in the last S&News, the Trust was fortunate to obtain use of the 
Inland Waterways Association boat, Jubilee. The following extracts from emails 
sent at the time (slightly edited to protect the innocent!) hopefully tell the sorry. 

Wednesday 30th April  

The trip is now assured.  Charlie Stroud will be skippering NB Jubilee up from 
Leamington Spa all the way to Norbury Junction.  One of one corporate members 
[660 Sqn, Defence Helicopter Flying School] is providing two teams of three 
volunteers [all instructors needing a break!] to assist Charlie on the trip. 

The first team will accompany Charlie down to L. Spa on the morning of Tuesday 
6 May. The two S&N banners will also be taken down to Jubilee and used as 
advertising on the side of boat on the journey up.  A number of S&N 
leaflets/membership forms will also be available for hand-outs to interested 
persons on the canalside. 

Come Wednesday evening/Thursday morning and Jubilee should be in the 
Birmingham area.  The relief team will take over from the original three. Jubilee 
will then set off on the final leg to arrive at Norbury Junction Friday afternoon. 

It would be rewarding for the delivery crew if a small reception party could meet 
them on arrival. 

Thursday 1st May  

We will phone our approximate ETA at Norbury on Friday on Thursday evening 
to ... David?  Please arrange for someone to be there to whom we can hand 
Jubilee over - a reception committee with flags and champagne would be nice - 
but......!!  

Thursday 1st May  

The Chairman will be on the vessel for the final mile of its journey into Norbury 
Junction: at that moment it would be suitable for the local press to interview. The 
first week should be for us and other volunteers to man the vessel for the short 
trips up and down the canal with guests of ordinary members and groups from the 
corporate membership.  This will allow us time to experience the journey, refine 
any timings, revise any displays and generally be able to present a polished 
performance. The IWA have not yet confirmed the date on which we have to hand 
back Jubilee - middle of June is their present suggestion.  This should give us 
sufficient time to entertain and educate all those who express any sort of interest.  

Tuesday 6th May  

Late Tuesday evening:-  Well, Charlie and his team have set out from Leamington 
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Spa towards Norbury Junction.   

Mid-morning found them in the third lock at Hatton, but communications were 
difficult.  I have just spoken with Charlie at 10 pm and communications were 
again difficult - but this time due to the ambient noise of the tavern in which they 
were ‘resting’. Apparently moored on the Stratford Canal beyond Lapworth - the 
boat that is, I did not to make out where they said they were.   

By 5 pm tomorrow the itinerary should find Jubilee in the Gas Street Basin area, 
near the NIA.  The relief crew will change over there and progress up to Wheaton 
Aston [Hartley Arms?] for Thursday night.  Friday begins with a refuel and ETA 
Norbury is 1030 am Friday morning.   

Chairman David Adams with a party setting out from Norbury Junction 

Apparently and provisionally we have the NB up until Sunday 15 June, when it 
will be handed over in the Norbury area.  That therefore gives us 1 week for 
crew/members training, and 4 weeks for educating and entertaining our corporate 
members, potential sponsors and assorted dignitaries.   

I need volunteers for helmsmen, crew and general hosting duties - with a view to 
operate 4 weekday evenings for about 2.5 hours, and perhaps a Sunday.     

Wednesday 7th May  

The original plan was to berth Jubilee by the BW yard: unfortunately that is no 
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longer possible due to works just started.  OK, so that's the bad news.   

The good news is that they will send some men to mow the grass and put up signs 
“Reserved for NB Jubilee” just by the pub.  Most people should find that location 
easy to remember.   

Just spoken to Charlie by mobile phone [useful thing].  They are safely moored in 
a pub by the NIA, and the boat is outside - I thought he said ‘in the car park’.  Just 
awaiting the arrival of the relief crew who will make the last part of the journey 
with Charlie.   

Thursday 8th May  

Following the sending out of the Press Release about the Feasibility Study and the 
arrival of Jubilee at Norbury Junction tomorrow, I have had a response from BBC 
Radio Shropshire.  Basically they are doing a piece with me on air at 4.30pm 
today (John King's afternoon show) to talk about the Study and the arrival of 
Jubilee.  

Thursday 8th May  

Jubilee is secured outside the pub (Hartley Arms) at Wheaton Aston.  Charlie 
reported that they have made excellent progress, and have already refuelled the 
boat - a task that they anticipated having to complete tomorrow morning. This 
means that the arrival time should be 1030 am Friday.   

Friday 9th May  

Phase One is now complete - the safe arrival of the vessel at Norbury. Watch 
Saturday's Shropshire Star for coverage.    

Next week is Phase Two: the familiarisation of Trustees/members with the boat 
and the 'promotional voyage', and the development of the following four weeks 
programme [Phase Three] during which time the S&N Canals Trust convinces all 
comers that the restoration project is an excellent thing.   

Sunday 18 May (morning): transfer of S&N display onto Jubilee Sunday 18 May 
(midday): open for lunchtime period to general public/tourists.  

Sunday 11th May  

Please convey my thanks to the "A" team and the "B" team whose generosity and 
invaluable assistance made delivering Jubilee to Norbury on time so very easy.  
They were fantastic companions also.  Charlie Stroud.  

Tuesday 13th May  

Tonight we had a trial run with Jubilee, and had evolved the following plan:-   
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Guests invited to be at Norbury Junction for 6.30pm.  Boat will actually depart at 
7pm, cruising towards Market Drayton and turning at the first winding hole. 
Return should be at about 8.30pm.   

This gives time for discussions before and after, as well as during the trip.  Guests 
can have a quick drink in the Junction Inn and perhaps a snack as well.  This 
timing might well suit those leaving work and needing a bite to eat.   

On board we can offer tea, coffee and cup-a-soup drinks.  Basic sandwiches could 
be made on the trip, and a supply of biscuits always staves off hunger pangs!   

Tonight was cold, and the 1½ hour voyage was quite long enough: there is a very 
efficient diesel heater on board, but I guess that many guests will enjoy being out 
in the fresh air [memo with invitations - "Bring warm clothing for late evening"].  
The lighting system is very effective, and should show off any photos, maps, etc 
very clearly.   

While we were readying Jubilee we had two visitors who were very interested 
and pro the restoration.  Then - whilst underway and passing a moored cruiser - 
we were hailed by the owner, who turned out to be a member - he is now taking a 
number of our leaflets up to a canal boat meeting this weekend.   

Thursday 15th May  

We are getting bold, and going where no man has ever........   

With a crew totalling eight [- oh, and two dogs] Jubilee set out from Norbury 
Junction soon after 6.45pm.  It was a sunny evening if cool, and so we eventually 
made it as far as The Wharf Inn before turning.  Having dawdled on the outbound 
leg, it was necessary to expedite the return but were safely alongside before dark.  
This longer trip is far more scenic and perhaps more representative for guests.   

Wednesday 21st May  

We had a very profitable evening on board Jubilee this evening with 9 who had 
no previous experience of the canals, so it was quite an eye opener for them.  
Thanks to all the preparatory work from Tam, the whole evening went like 
clockwork.    

Our guests all arrived early so we were able to make good use of the Jubilee's 
exhibition layout to offer wine and nibbles while they perused both the SNCT and 
IWA display materials.  We also gave them an intro to both organisations, a few 
clues on the pattern for the evening, some background to this end of the S&N (dry 
dock, derelict locks beyond, etc) and a little info on the Shroppie as a latter-day 
canal with its deep cuttings, high embankments, etc (the current restoration work 
on the Shelmore embankment is particularly pertinent at present) so they had 
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some clues on what to look out for on the trip.   

We then cast off right on time at 6.30pm, turned round in the mouth of the S&N, 
and headed off.  We stayed in wine and nibbles mode for a spell and then 
moved onto the sandwiches when everyone was settled into the journey.  This 
gave us chance to take on the tea/coffee and cakes as we were getting toward 
the half way point (Wharf Inn) so that in the latter part of the return journey we 
had chance for the galley slave (plus the odd volunteer) to hit the washing up so 
that we didn't have too much to do after our return at exactly 9.00pm when 
passengers disembarked to spend the remnants of the evening in the Junction 
Inn.   

Apart from the turn-arounds and mooring, I hardly had my hand on the tiller all 
evening (though it was never far away!), as there were plenty of volunteer 
helmspeople keen to have a go.  There was a lot of profitable chat between 
passengers and crew throughout the evening as folk circulated between the 
foredeck, the exhibition/food/kitchen and the rear/tiller. This gave ample 
opportunity, not only to give a lot of background to S&NCT but also to give 
IWA a good plug - with a real interest shown in its stalwart work in the dark 
days of the mid 20thC through to its vital role in current restorations, including 
our own.  

We tried hard to avoid any hint of an expectation that a contribution might be 
expected but we were nevertheless presented with £40 in donations to the Trust 
as people left - such was their appreciation.  The Trust, the IWA and canals in 
general (half the guests are now planning canal holidays) will benefit in 
immeasurable ways from evenings such as this and I am sure that this will prove 
true, in varying ways, for all the invitees who we hope will take up our offer.   

Thursday 22nd May  

The trip last night was - well in one word - wet!!  Unfortunately two of the three 
cars from Shrewsbury went to Norbury near Whitchurch!! - perhaps a lesson we 
need to say which Norbury!  This meant that it was 7 by the time they arrived. 
However, we had already winded and so were able to get off as soon as they 
arrived.     

Most of the party seemed to have some canal experience, even if only walking 
towpaths.  A number of membership forms were taken by those not already a 
member - hopefully they will be returned!    

The weather meant that most of the party stayed inside for much of the time, 
although several had a go at steering.  As the rain had eased off at the first 
winding hole we carried on to the Wharf, although perhaps in hindsight in view 
of how the weather turned it might have been better to limit the trip.  However, 
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with the help of a 10 year old girl the weather was braved - she turned out to be 
an extremely good tiller girl - catch them young!!    

All in all I think they enjoyed the trip despite the weather - but if you can arrange 
dry nights in future it would help!  

A party from Harper Adams University College, including Mr Wynn-Jones 
(principal), prepare to set out from Norbury Junction.  

Monday 26th May  

Yesterday morning we set off from Norbury and cruised first to Tyrley. On the 
way (and throughout our trip) leaflets were handed to passing (and overtaking!) 
boats - or at least those within stretching distance which if the other party 
cooperates is considerable! By Goldstone we had picked up our first membership 
with cheque - I say first but unfortunately it turned out to be the only one!   

At Tryley we opened Jubilee for the post lunch crowds.  Although this turned out 
not to be as many as I had anticipated we had a steady trickle, including one 
visitor was from Germany who couldn't believe that Jubilee was as wide as boats 
could get on most canals in this country!   

It was the evening of the illuminated boat parade at Market Drayton, so hopeful of 
hoards of people we set off for there, arriving about 6.30. Lots of boats moored so 
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all that was left for us was the end right by the by-pass.  After a trip into town to 
eat we returned about 8.45 to find the towpath full of life, so promptly opened up 
Jubilee and had a reasonable number of visitors considering our position.  Still we 
were ‘working’ till about 10.30.   

Today we returned straight to Norbury.  There were quite a lot of people out at 
Tyrley Locks and we spoke to a good number as we came up - some already knew 
of us and wanted an update whilst some, even from Telford, didn't know of the 
S&N but appeared interested.   

All in all we handed out a lot of leaflets. With one membership in the bag I would 
say, fairly confidently, that I would expect three more to follow.  But anyway we 
spread the word a bit wider - and had a good time!!   

Jubilee is back in her usual spot - vacuumed (it's amazing how much grass and 
stones visitors bring on board) and ready for tomorrow.  I did have to top the 
cooling water up but it wasn't that much - oil fine.  Water tank filled.   

Sunday 8th June  

Just a little feedback on an excellent week-end on Jubilee based around the 
Vintage Marine Engine Rally at Goldstone Wharf, near Market Drayton.   

We reckon there were around 50 narrow boats at Goldstone plus a field full of 
cars on both Saturday and Sunday.  The new display boards were well located 
within the main marquee and had up to a dozen folk at a time around them 
sometimes in animated discussion, asking questions and speculating on the 
chances of success of the S&NCT scheme.  Many visitors were long-standing 
waterway enthusiasts though as they were from around the country some didn’t 
know where either Newport or Shrewsbury were!  Others were local folk out for a 
drive or lunch at the pub and some were surprised and interested to hear of the 
scheme and the progress to date.  We ensured that the IWA also had a high profile 
airing of its good works with their literature and info also in the marquee plus the 
very large ‘sandwich’ boards on display on top of the boat, both at the mooring 
and whilst cruising past the long lines of assembled boats.  It was heartening to 
see Jubilee being recognised by several boat owners and passers-by who recalled 
seeing her at various events around the country.   

In addition, we had a couple of groups of invited guests. Interestingly the sun 
shone continuously for the whole week-end until about 10 minutes after the 
arrival of a party who then suffered torrential rain for their whole trip until about 
5 minutes before their journey’s end!  

Major congratulations to Tam for all his hard work and behind the scenes 
organisation, and to fellow trustees, members and others for a terrific job in 
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staffing and supporting this enterprise so effectively over the time Jubilee has 
been with us.  If the trips we've been involved with are anything to go by I feel 
this has taken our work forward very considerably with a very wide range of 
potential allies and interest groups.     

And to the IWA team - a special thank-you for the loan of Jubilee.  She has 
proved absolutely ideal in promoting the work of S&NCT and, I believe, the 
wider work of IWA in the process.  She has certainly not been idle in these past 
few weeks and has been instrumental in educating probably several hundred 
people (some of them quite influential) into the benefits of canal restoration in 
general and to the specific work of S&NCT in particular.   

The Rally site at Goldstone with Jubilee in the winding-hole. 

Sunday 15th June  

Just compiled a list of all those who travelled on Jubilee, whilst she was with the 
Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust.  This includes parties from Shrewsbury 
Civic Society, Council for the Protection of Rural England, Shropshire Tourism, 
Staffordshire Tourism, Harper Adams University College, Staffordshire Borough 
Council, Shropshire County Council, Shrewsbury & Atcham Borough Council, 
Telford & Wrekin Borough Council, 6 Parish Councils, 4 other corporate 
members and landowners from along the route of the canal. 

Hopefully, Jubilee will be back with us again next autumn.   
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The Waterways Trust has launched a new waterways grants scheme for 
volunteers wishing to undertake training in support of their work on inland 
waterways. The scheme - nicknamed ‘VOLE grants’ (VOlunteer Learning & 
Experience) - is expected to increase the skills and expertise of waterway 
volunteers and strengthen the vital contribution they give to waterway causes. 

‘VOLE grants’ are open to any individual or organisation that makes a voluntary 
contribution to waterways either directly or indirectly. Successful applications to 
the scheme will receive a grant of up to £100 to undertake a course of their 
choice. In return volunteers will be expected to commit at least 10 days of 
voluntary work in support of inland waterways in the year after the training. 

Courses attended by successful applicants to the ‘VOLE grants’ scheme will be 
wide ranging and are likely to include: practical conservation skills; charity 
administration and development techniques; fundraising skills; health and safety 
training; and, running community projects. 

Applications will be welcome from all volunteers interested in waterways - from 
traditional canal trusts and societies to local community groups. The course a 
volunteer attends is completely up to them as long as there is a real benefit for 
Britain’s canals and rivers and that they give at least 10 days of volunteering in 
support of waterways. 

The number of grants awarded will depend on the quality of applications and on 
funds available. The Waterways Trust estimates that at least £10,000 of grants 
will be given over the next year, funding at least 100 courses and generating at 
least 1,000 days of volunteering for the UK's inland waterways. 

In the case of applications by individual volunteers a contribution of £15 is 
required towards the total cost of the training.  

Anyone wishing to receive an application leaflet should telephone 01926 626124 
or email mike.woodhead@thewaterwaystrust.co.uk 

�������	�
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We have received from the Waterways Trust a number of discount tickets for any 
of our members wishing to visit their waterways museums: The National 
Waterways Museum at Gloucester, The Canal Museum at Stoke Bruerne (near 
Towcester, Northants) and The Boat Museum at Ellesmere Port. These museums 
are home to 90% of the nation’s inland waterways collection and are a great day 
out for the enthusiast and layperson. Each museum also stocks a wide selection of 
waterways books and memorabilia.  
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If you would like one of the tickets, which give a 25% discount on museum entry, 
please contact Steve Bean (details inside front cover).  More details about the 
museums can be found at www.thewaterwaystrust.co.uk 
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Readers of S&News may recall the account given last year of a “Warm Evening in 
Withington” when one of our trustees, Brian Nelson, was invited to speak at their 
annual Parish meeting and was given a very warm welcome to the village.  There 
was a high turnout to the meeting and great interest shown in the proposals to 
bring life back into their canal which has lain derelict for so long. 

In the year which followed Withington became involved in the “Vital Villages” 
scheme and has used this initiative to research opinion from all local residents on 
the restoration proposals in order to hear of both their support for the scheme and 
any concerns they may have.  This involved Brian in further visits to the village to 
meet with their project co-ordinators and we now have the results of their findings 
which will be given a detailed response.  There was further opportunity for 
dialogue with key representatives of the village when Withington were invited to 
an evening cruise from Norbury Junction on Jubilee, as part of the public relations 
enterprise reported on elsewhere in S&News. 

There then followed a phone call which took Brian somewhat by surprise – an 
invitation to open their summer fete!  Whilst unaccustomed to such an honour he 
was pleased to be given the chance to return to a village where he is getting a real 
feel for the importance of the canal in such a small community and the 
significance that its restoration will have.  Indeed the site of the Fete was adjacent 
to the line of the old canal.  The warmth of the welcome was evident once again, 
both from familiar faces and from the wider community who had come out for 
this major event in the village’s calendar.  The Trust’s display stand was well 
visited and there were lots of fascinating stories from the older residents of the 
times when the canal was a major focal point and lifeline in the village.  Brian 
was taken over to the Church where a picture from an old Shropshire Calendar of 
the early fifties has pride of place by the front door and shows the church with its 
picturesque reflection in the still canal waters. 

A particular benefit from the day was the opportunity to meet some of the farmers 
whose land includes the canal line and who are understandably concerned about 
their fields being subdivided or access being made more difficult for their 
machinery.  Hence return visits have been planned to look carefully at these farms 
to see what can be done to minimise the possible impact. 

The work that has been going on in Withington over the past year demonstrates 
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the mutual benefits for both the Trust and local communities when good 
relationships can be cultivated and an active dialogue on common interests and 
concerns entered into.  The Trust is keen to hear from other communities and 
interest groups along the route in order to establish the same level of accord 
wherever possible.  Please contact the Secretary, or any of the Trustees (details 
inside front cover), and we will identify the most appropriate member of the Trust 
to liaise with you. 

The Canal at Withington c1952 
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This is the concluding part of an article by Joseph Boughey in the Spring 2002 
edition of Waterways Journal published by The Boat Museum Society in which  he 
described the last traffics on the branches of the Shropshire Union Canal. With 
the kind permission of The Boat Museum Society this has been used to tell the 
story as it relates to the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals. 

2. The Shropshire Union in Decline 1910-1921 

While the Royal Commission of 1906-10 envisaged the enlargement of the 
Shropshire Union main line, there was no question of this for the branches. 

Some traffics continued on the Shrewsbury line. A corrugated iron shed was 
erected at Rodington in 1906, competing with the GWR at Crudgington. In 1913 a 
5 cwt crane was ordered at Uffington to enable boatmen to discharge boats. The 
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coal wharf at Newport was operated by the Lilleshall Company; its lease expired 
in 1915, and it closed its coal business at Long Lane Wharf in 1917. The same 
company also had the commission agency at Edgmond in 1918, when it raised 
rates there and at Berwick Wharf. The closure of the Shrewsbury Basin was 
mooted in 1920; traffic was apparently continuing, as leakage then affected the 
SURCCo boat Bute, carrying barley for Shrewsbury. In 1914 rates were agreed 
for the unloading of iron and copper billets at the Shropshire Iron Co., carted to 
and from the canal. 

The SURCCo's position worsened after 1911, and under wartime control massive 
losses were recorded, but covered by the government. The future must have 
appeared limited, and on 13 June 1917 the Company decided not to build any new 
boats. The land upon which the Humber Arm wharf had been built was owned by 
the Duke of Sutherland, and when a 14 year lease expired in 1919, the SUC 
sought to renew this on an annual tenancy only. 

3. Final Decline 1921-1944 

The collapse of Shropshire Union freight carrying was really based on mounting 
losses, subsidised by government wartime guarantees, the consequences of whose 
expiry were the subject of national policy in 1919. The controls and subsidies 
ended in 1921; at this time the viability of owner-carriers was doubtful due to 
increases in costs, particularly wages, the introduction of an 8-hour day in the 
railway industry, the refusal of many staff to work through Sundays, bank 
holidays and evenings without overtime, the consequent difficulty in recruiting 
and retaining the workforce, and the inability to pass on costs in freight (or toll) 
charges during a period of economic chaos. The SURCCo had been subject to 
massive losses on both canal-owning and canal-carrying, and sought to reduce 
these by ceasing to carry. It was spurred on by legal advice that freight facilities 
could be withdrawn without the formal procedures required to extinguish 
navigation. 

Shortly after September 1921, when the Company began to operate as toll-takers 
only; it was absorbed into the LNWR, itself soon amalgamated into the London 
Midland & Scottish Railway Company. An early casualty was the Trench incline, 
and then Shrewsbury Basin in 1922, but toll traffic continued to pass over most of 
the system, including some parts which had relied entirely upon freight. The latter 
probably excluded the Humber Arm after the terminal wharf closed. Oral 
evidence indicates that its last traffics included coal going out, with cheese from 
Cheshire inward. 

The Shrewsbury lines were lightly trafficked, but remaining trades were slow to 
disappear. The Trench incline and the canal above formally closed in 1921, but it 
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is not clear when movements ended along the rest of the branch; these depended 
upon special Trench boats, and unless carriers took over these craft, they may 
have ended entirely in 1921. In November 1935 this was one of four disused 
lengths singled out for closure by the Shropshire County Surveyor. One former 
major customer, the Trench Iron Works, closed in 1931, and traffic to Joseph 
Sankey & Co. (formerly the Castle works) may well have ended before 1927, 
when Sankey sought to fill in the basin there and remove the bridge. 

Traffics along the line to Shrewsbury were confined to the Gas Works, from 
which traffics to the Midlands, for Thomas Clayton (Oldbury) and Chance and 
Hunt, ended in 1927 and 1931 respectively. By November 1935 there was no 
traffic on the section west of Withington Wharf. 

Coal and corn continued to pass to Edgmond. Local merchants, Burton 
Woodward & Co, took a lease of the wharf in January 1924, and coal was being 
carried there in July 1927. However, its office was removed in 1927, and the firm 
went into liquidation. There is further reference to coal at Edgmond in 1929. The 
warehouse was let to CM & M Stubbs & Co., which had been located in Station 
Road, Newport, in June 1924, but this was vacated by 1929. A CLLWCo traffic 
in offals passed around January 1929, and the same company brought grain from 
Manchester to Newport in 1928. 

Detailed movements were recorded for the first 7 months of 1935. Coal traffics 
passed from Autherley (almost certainly Littleton colliery on the Staffordshire 
&Worcestershire), to Withington and Longdon. The former, serving William 
Owen, involved nine boats carrying 167 tons; the latter, serving John Arnold & 
Son, involved 25 boats carrying 603 tons. The other traffic was in tar, from 
Newport Gas Works, carried by Thomas Clayton to the Midlands, involving four 
boats carrying 80 tons. These generated a total of £66 in tolls. 

The last traffic to pass beyond Newport was 480 tons of coal to Longdon in 1939. 
The carrier here was J. Howard of Shebdon, who owned Ash. In 1924 the 
Longdon warehouse and stable had been let to John Henry Jones of the Old Wharf 
at Market Drayton. These were corn and cake merchants. Traffic was passing in 
1926, but their lease ended in December 1934. 

The wharves at Newport became the final focus of traffics. In early 1930 Arthur 
Owen, a local coal merchant, vacated the wharf. Attempts to find a replacement 
proved difficult; one local candidate, proved to be in a poor financial position. 
The final loads of tar to Oldbury passed in 1944, and the canal became unusable 
shortly afterwards.  
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Those who attended our AGM in February will recall a very interesting illustrated 
talk by Brian Kingshott, Chairman of the Lichfield & Hatherton Canals 
Restoration Trust.  This moved our President, Tom Manning, to loan their Trust 
some photographs he had taken of the Hatherton Branch in the 1950s, including 
some particularly unusual ones of the Churchbridge Locks during demolition. 

Within a year or two of the canal closing in 1955 this flight of 13 locks, except for 
the bottom one near the A5, had all been excavated away by opencast coal mining. 

One of Tom’s photographs showing a lock cut through by opencast mining. 

More of Tom’s photographs can be viewed on the L&HCRT website at 
http://www.lhcrt.org.uk/gallery3.htm. 

It is good to see that years of campaigning and fundraising to build an aqueduct 
over the M6 Toll Motorway approach at Muckley Corner, near Lichfield are 
reaching fruition. The concrete abutments and centre support are already in place 
and the steel trough, being fabricated in South Wales, should be delivered soon.  

The Trust raised much of the finance for this ambitious project through the David 
Suchet Appeal with donations being made by supporters from all over the 
country.  This appeal first raised £150,000 to pay for enlarging a culvert under a 
new roundabout for the A5/A34 roads alongside the new motorway before turning 
attention to the £500,000 required for the aqueduct. The motorway builders were 
only required in their contract to provide at their own expense the foundations for 
the aqueduct, but the Highways Agency issued a Variation Order for the 
contractor to construct the abutments and central column up to canal level, subject 
to the Trust obtaining the funding. 
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SHREWSBURY & NEWPORT CANALS TRUST 

Membership Application 
 

The annual membership fees are:     Individual Membership    £8.50 
 Family Membership*     £10.00 
    (please circle category) Youth Membership (under 18) £3.50 
 Group / Corporate Membership £20.00 

Supplement on all annual rates: for EU £2, for rest of the world: £4. 
*Family membership is for  people living at the same address: only one copy of newsletters and other material is 
sent per family membership.  Only the person indicated as “applicant” below will be entitled to vote.  
 

I/We wish to join the membership of Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust in the category 
indicated above.  I/We also wish to make an additional donation of £________.  I/We 
enclose a payment of £________ (cheques made payable to "Shrewsbury & Newport 
Canals Trust"). 
 

I/We hereby agree, if elected, to be bound by all the provisions of the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association of the Trust (copies available on request). 
 

I/We further agree to my/our membership details being recorded on computer, solely for 
the Trust’s organisational purposes. 
 
Signed:………………………………………………………….Date:……………………. 
 

Gift Aid Declaration  – please sign if you pay tax 
I want all donations (includes membership subscriptions) I make from the date of this 
declaration to be treated as Gift Aid Donations (you must pay an amount of income tax or 
capital gains tax equal to the tax reclaimed on your donation(s)).  I will inform you if I 
cease to pay tax. 
 
Signed:………………………………………………………….Date:……………………. 
 

  Forename  Surname             DoB (if under 18) 
 
Applicant:    
 
Others: 
(family  
membership) 
 
Address:    .…………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………….………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………… (Postcode)..….……………... 
 
Telephone number: ……………….          E-mail: …………………………………….….. 

Please post with your remittance to:  The Membership Secretary,  
The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust, Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 
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N A R R O W B O A T   S H E L L S 
Price, Fallows & Co. Limited 

41-42 Ennerdale Road, Harlescott Industrial Estate 
SHREWSBURY, SY1 3LD 

 

WELL BUILT NARROWBOAT SHELLS IN TRADITIONAL,  
SEMI-TRADITIONAL AND CRUISER STYLES UP TO 70FT 

 

SHELLS UP TO 58FT IN LENGTH HAVE 

Floor 10mm Single Piece 
Hull Sides 6mm Single Piece 
Cabin Sides 5mm Single Piece 
Cabin Roof 4mm Single Piece 

 

 

Transport by Our 
Own Vehicles Can  
be Arranged at 
Additional Cost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tel:    01743 448344 
Fax:   01743 444025



