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The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust is a Registered Charity, no. 1088706
and a Registered Company, limited by guarantee, no. 4075920.

Patrons: John Craen OBE & Nick Owen

The Second Norbury Festival was held over May Day Bank
Holiday W eekend.
(see page 8)
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Membership

We are very plesed to welcome asdividual and family members:

Martyn & Marilyn Vincent & Familyof Long Lane;Mike & Rita Ramshaw &
Family of Shawbury Mark & Barbara Bolam & Familyf Telford; Roger &
Carol Tranterof Telford, Michael Barrit & Joy Sim®f Much Wenbck, Roger
Butler of St Marting Tony & Jennie Perk®f Shrewsbury Frederick & Phyl
Brewerof Callow End WorcestershireLinda Thomas & Kate Hameaf Telford;
Michael & CynthiaJones of Newport; Tim & Sue Osborne of Longden upon
Tern; RV & D E Reade divhitchurch; Phil & Susan Shaw & Family of Telford;
Richard Shaw & Christine Cotton & Family of Telford; Louise Parker & Sean
Murphy of Newport; Eric & Jennifer Barnett & Family of Sherborne, Dorset;
David & Sandra Johnson & Family of Longden upon Ternpf@e & Christine
Lester & Family of Stockport, CheshireMike Johnson & Yvonne Cranef
Nantwich Cheshire Chris and Anne Parton of NewpoNjck & Sue Holdenof
ShrewsburyJohn Hand & Lesley Stewasf Newport Colin Graham & amily of
Eccleshall, Stabrdshire;Tony & Jennie Wilkinsorof Gnosall, Stafford

and as corporate members:
Much Wenlock Civic SocietgndBlue Pig Angling Club of Telford

Membershipnow stands at 774.

S&N Postcards.

Our new, large format, multi picture, glossy postcard il on sale from mid
May. The images have been supplied courtesy of member and former Truste
John Bentley, an extremely talented photograpfiéey show the Longdeapon

Tern aqueduct, the Flaxmill in Shrewsbury, the canal in water at Norbury Junctio
ard the Wappenshall warehous@rice: 30p each or 4 cards for £Lhey will be

on sale from the S&N under the same arrangements as the coffe¢serigser,)

but it is hoped that some local shops can be peesliadretail the cardsavell.

T s
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Dates for You r Diary

Thursday21® Julyi 7. 30p. m. Trusteebdbs meeting.
Wellington and if you wish to attend please contact a Trustee to confirm exac
location.

Saturday 17 September Trip to Huddersfield Narrow Canal ( see p&ye
The Trst hopes to have a presence at the following events:

Saturday 28- Sunday 26 June- West Midlands Showt Shrewsbury Showground.
Sunday 18 July - Shrewsbury River Festivakt Shrewsbury Quarry Park.
Saturday 18 July - Newport Show

Saturday 27 - Monday 29" August- IWA National Waterways Festival & Boat
Showat Preston Brook, Runcorn.

Saturday % - Sunday % September Boat Festivaht Whitchurch.
Friday 9" - Sunday 11 September Festival Boat Rallyat Ellesmere

Friday 9" - Satuday 1¢' September Newport Heritage Dayat Newport Canal
Warehouse.

S&N Coffee Mugs

These mugs are available for sa
at £475 each from the S&N
display at local shows and als|
from Tam Hazan at Trustes
Meetings. Due to high postag
charges and thechances of
damage, it is regretted that
postal service cannot be offerec
However if you wish to collect
email thazan@sncanal.org.uk
and he will organise a suitabl
rendezvous.

The mugsare white andeature
the Trustdés | o
on the reerse the names &2
places on the route of the can
and i .S&N - Making the
Connectionéo
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Working Party Tools.

Thank you to those members who have already given hand tools towards tt
equipment inventory of future S&N Working partie§.hese tools arekept
securely by our neviquartermasté member Chris Keandle are still in need of
bow saws and sturdy mattocks [yes, | have spelt that corredyg to safety
regulations, hard hats are also required: if anyone knows of a possible sponsor
[say] a dozen hats of the type used in the construction industry, pleasetcont
Tam Hazan (enail is best).

T s

The Impossible Restoraton &8A Member sd Excur si on
For many years the Hiastatement of the Huddersfieldarrow Canal was dubbed

it he | mpostsiiddde. ReWhiolrat of a compar
abandoned for a similar period of time, the Huddersfiédtrow Canal presented

a truly daunting challenge for any wotllé restoration project. With substantial
buildings over the line of the naation, a canal bed which looked like a linear
rubbish tip for miles, 74 lock chambers to restore plus the climb over the Pennine
from Lancashire to Yorkshire, not t
highest, longest and deepest canal tunn&tahdedge. This project really was
regarded as a Hooper.

But, undaunted, a restoration group was formed in 1974 at a time when can
restorations were not in vogue. In 1981 Society volunteers restored their firs
half-mile section of the derelict canpll us t wo | ock <c¢hamb
back. Following this success and their first £1.2 million grant their campaign
gathered momentum and eventually, after further grants totalling over £30 million
the canal was opened by Prince Charles in 2001.

So many aspects of this project are a real inspiration to those like us who hope t
follow in their footsteps and we would like to share this with members through ¢
day trip which we are organising for Saturday’ September. The coach will
depart from Shrogsre at 9.00am, with pickups in Shrewsbury and Newport and
will return for early evening. There will be a coffee stop in the northerrtonith

of Stalybridge on the outer fringes of Manchester. Here you can walk along th
newly restored canal which nowns through the length of the high street. This
has been the focal point for a massive regeneration project which brought i
substantial public and private funding and impacted on the whole town
transforming this neglected rundown area into the sonihlratail focal point for
mil es around and earning it the nick

A short halthour drive then takes us deep into the Pennine hills to the beautifu
canalside setting of Marsden for a boat trip into the impressive Standedge Tunne

The tunnétook 16 years to build at considerable loss of lifeith the final
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section being overseen by renowned engineer Thomas Telford in 1811. The tunr
is three miles |l ong (we wonodt go al
burrows 638 feet underndatthe Pennines. In 1948, Tom Rolt and Robert
Aickman - founders of the Inland Waterways Associatidiok a boat along the
abandoned Huddersfield Narrow Canal. They were the last people to boat throug

Standedge Tunnéhbove)for more than 50 years arnidwas not until 2001 that
boat traffic could return to the tunnel using an intriguing system where boats ar
pulled through in convoys by an electric tug.

Whilst at Marsden there will be ample opportunity either for a picnic or for a pub
lunch at the Tunel End Pub where you are assured of a very warm Yorkshire
welcome from the landlady who offers a range of hawmeked food at very
reasonable prices. There will also be time to take in the visitor centre or perhaps
short stroll up onto the moor to getfeel for the wild isolation of the Pennine
uplands that sit high above the boats as they pass underneath on their journey
Lancashire.

We will then leave in time to get back to Shropshire for around 7.00pm.
You will find further information via the ftlowing internet links:
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Stalybridge- http://www.tameside.gov.uk/corpgen/new/stalymenu.html
Huddersfield canal http://www.hcanals.demon.co.uk/
Standedge Tunnehttp:/Amww.penninewaterways.co.uk/huddersfield/standedgel.htm

The cost will be £10 pergpson for adults, £8 for senior citizens or £6 for children.
This will cover the coach transport only but if we fill the coach we will have
sufficient to cover the cost of the boat trip into the tun@herwise this will be

no more than £2 adults, £0.Seniorsand£1 children. Members are asked to

cover their meal and refreshment costs.

If you are interested in going please complete the form below and send, alor
with your cheque (full payment or a nogturnable deposit of £5 per person) to
Brian Nekon at Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH b&*) J8ne so that

we can confirm appropriate coach transport. Friends and relatives are welcome.

More precise details of pickup points, etc will be provided nearer to the time. |
you have any queries cequire further information please contact Brian on 01743
761447 obnelson@sncanal.org.uk

Trip to Huddersfield Narrow Canal - 17" September 2005

Name

Address

Tel:

Email (if available)

Nooftickets . . éé Adults (A10) ..éé Senior
Indication ifyou are likdy to have picnic / pub lunch

| enclose full payment of Aééé. ./ N
(Payabé to The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust)

Return to Brian Nelsy, Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH
by 18" June

T s
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Norbury Canal Festival

oK, so the photograph on t he !Eaoweverr
the location is the samelujction Bridge and Shelmore Embankment in the
backgroundprovide the proofput probably about 100 yeaearlier.

The 2¢ Festival,organised in conjunction with the local IWA branch, was held on
Saturday30" April and Sundayl1® May at Norbury JunctionNow i f you
there but live anywhere within quite a large circle of there, that weekend will be
memorable becaustis the weekend the weatherman seemed to get the forecas
all wrong, and it culminatechia rather violent stormn the early hours fothe
Sunday. So, yest was a rathedamp andmuddy event! But even so those
attending did tend to look a little more cheerful than those in the cover
photograph!

The Reverend Lynda Coates conducts the Open Air Service at the close of the even

Thanks go to Rodney Pitt for taking on most of the organisation for the Trust,
along withDavid and Dawn Aylwin, Dennis and Janet Farmer, Peter and Gilliam
Bolt and their colleagues from thelWA; members who provided superb
assistance]John MyersChris Kea® andtheir wives, andal, Alan and Anne for
their folk singing on Saturday eveninghe Junction Inn; British Waterways;
stall hol der s; boater s wh o attended?é
danger of omissions, so to everyone who helped ogjtestded, thank you.
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Pl anning wil!/ begin soon for next ye

———— o o o o i,

Donnington Rail Freight Terminal

On 23 March the Secretary of State for Transport approved the application for :
works order by the Borough of Telfo® Wrekin for the proposed rail freight
terminal at Donnington. This will see the reinstatement of the Wellington
Donnington Branch Linewhich was closed and taken up in 19B8t whichwas
formerly part of the Wellington Stafford line built by the Shropshire Union
Railway & Canal Company and closedlif64 The Trust originally objected to
the application for the order but withdrew its objection following agreement with
the Council of safeguards to protect the Shrewsbury Canal in the area.

B

T s

AGM 2005

The 4" Annual General Meeting of the Trust was held on th® Agril in the
impressive_ong Warehouse at Coalbrookdale.

The main business of the meeting was to receive the Report of the Chdman,
adopt the Accounts and Balance Sheet for the yeadeB' September 2004
together with the Reports thereon of the Directansl b elect andre-elect
TrusteesFor the benefit of members who were unable to atierslhopea the
following will update all members:

S&Newsi Spring2006 9



