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Patrons: John Craven OBE & Nick Owen 

 

The Second Norbury Festival  was held over May Day Bank  

Holiday W eekend.  

(see page 8) 
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President: Mr Tom Manning 

§ Chairman: David Adams 

Beeston House, 2 Princess Gardens, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7ET 

Tel:   01952 810681                                                                     email:  chair@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Vice Chairman:  Brian Nelson 

Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 
Tel:  01743 761447 email:  bnelson@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Secretary:  Steve Bean  

4 Arscott, Pontesbury, Shrewsbury, SY5 0XP 

Tel:   01743 860488 email: secretary@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Treasurer: Keith Lewis 

2 Nevil Road, Wellington, Telford, TF1 3DE 

Tel:   07966 185848 email:  treasurer@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Membership Secretary: Dee Nelson 

Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 

Tel:  01743 761447   email:  membership@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Christopher Chambers 
2, Rhos Both View, Eglwys Cross, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2JP 

Tel:  01948 830341 email:  cchambers@sncanal.org.uk 

§ David Crow 

Wappenshall Farm, Wellington, Telford, Shropshire, TF6 6DE 

Tel:   01952 222134  

§ Sue Harris 

The Court House, 5 Stafford Road, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7LX 

Tel:  01952 279847                                                                                email:  sharris@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Tam Hazan 

Severnside House, 75 Coton Hill, Shrewsbury, SY1 2DP 

Tel:  01743 352172  email:  thazan@sncanal.org.uk 

§ David Ilott  

Marsala, River Gardens, Shawbury, Shrewsbury, SY4 4LA 

Tel:  01939 250556 email:  dilott@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Geoff Marshall 

52 Fishers Lock, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7SX 

Tel:  01952 813964 email:  gmarshall@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Rodney Pitt 

1 Queens Drive, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7EU 

Tel:  01952 811444 email:  rpitt@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Dennis Rogers 

Melden, 21 Newtown, Church Aston, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7HT 

Tel: 01952 813377 email:  drogers@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Vaughan Welch 

29 Dice Pleck, Northfield, Birmingham, B31 3XW 

Tel:  0121 477 9782 email:  vwelch@sncanal.org.uk 

§ John Yates 

8 Market St, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5EA 

Tel:  01939 234754  email:  jyates@sncanal.org.uk 
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Membership  

We are very pleased to welcome as individual and family members:  

Martyn & Marilyn Vincent & Family of Long Lane; Mike & Rita Ramshaw & 

Family of Shawbury; Mark  & Barbara Bolam & Family of Telford; Roger & 

Carol Tranter of  Telford; Michael Barrit & Joy Sims of Much Wenlock; Roger 

Butler of St Martins; Tony & Jennie Perks of Shrewsbury; Frederick & Phyl 

Brewer of Callow End, Worcestershire; Linda Thomas & Kate Hamer of Telford; 

Michael & Cynthia Jones of Newport; Tim & Sue Osborne of Longden upon 

Tern; R V  & D E Reade of Whitchurch; Phil & Susan Shaw & Family of Telford; 

Richard Shaw & Christine Cotton & Family of Telford; Louise Parker & Sean 

Murphy of Newport; Eric & Jennifer Barnett & Family of Sherborne, Dorset; 

David & Sandra Johnson & Family of Longden upon Tern; George & Christine 

Lester & Family of  Stockport, Cheshire, Mike Johnson & Yvonne Crane of 

Nantwich, Cheshire; Chris and Anne Parton of Newport; Nick & Sue Holden of 

Shrewsbury; John Hand & Lesley Stewart of Newport; Colin Graham & family of 

Eccleshall, Staffordshire; Tony & Jennie Wilkinson of Gnosall, Stafford.  

and as corporate members:  

Much Wenlock Civic Society and Blue Pig Angling Club of Telford. 

Membership now stands at 774. 

S&N Postcards.  

Our new, large format, multi picture, glossy postcard will be on sale from mid 

May.  The images have been supplied courtesy of member and former Trustee 

John Bentley, an extremely talented photographer.  They show the Longdon-upon-

Tern aqueduct, the Flaxmill in Shrewsbury, the canal in water at Norbury Junction 

and the Wappenshall warehouse.  Price: 30p each or 4 cards for £1.  They will be 

on sale from the S&N under the same arrangements as the coffee mugs (see over), 

but it is hoped that some local shops can be persuaded to retail the cards as well. 
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Dates for You r Diary  

Thursday 21
st
 July ï 7.30p.m. Trusteeôs meeting. This meeting is due to be in 

Wellington and if you wish to attend please contact a Trustee to confirm exact 

location. 

Saturday 17
th
 September - Trip to Huddersfield Narrow Canal ( see page 5) 

The Trust hopes to have a presence at the following events: 

Saturday 25
th
 - Sunday 26

th
 June - West Midlands Show at Shrewsbury Showground.   

Sunday 10
th
 July - Shrewsbury River Festival at Shrewsbury Quarry Park.  

Saturday 16
th
 July - Newport Show. 

Saturday 27
th
 - Monday 29

th
 August - IWA National Waterways Festival & Boat 

Show at Preston Brook, Runcorn.  

 Saturday 3
rd
 - Sunday 4

th
 September - Boat Festival at Whitchurch.  

 Friday 9
th
 - Sunday 11

th
 September - Festival Boat Rally at Ellesmere. 

 Friday 9
th
 - Saturday 10

th
 September - Newport Heritage Days at Newport Canal 

Warehouse.  

 

S&N Coffee Mugs  

These mugs are available for sale 

at £4-75 each from the S&N 

display at local shows and also 

from Tam Hazan at Trustee 

Meetings. Due to high postage 

charges and the chances of 

damage, it is regretted that a 

postal service cannot be offered.  

However if you wish to collect 

email thazan@sncanal.org.uk, 

and he will organise a suitable 

rendezvous. 

The mugs are white and feature 

the Trustôs logo on the front and 

on the reverse the names of 22 

places on the route of the canal 

and ñ .S&N - Making the 

Connectionéò 
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Working Party Tools.  

Thank you to those members who have already given hand tools towards the 

equipment inventory of future S&N Working parties.  These tools are kept 

securely by our new óquartermasterô, member Chris Keane.  We are still in need of 

bow saws and sturdy mattocks [yes, I have spelt that correctly].  Due to safety 

regulations, hard hats are also required: if anyone knows of a possible sponsor of 

[say] a dozen hats of the type used in the construction industry, please contact 

Tam Hazan (e-mail is best). 

 

The Impossible Restoration ð A Membersõ Excursion 
For many years the re-instatement of the Huddersfield Narrow Canal was dubbed 

ñthe Impossible Restorationò.  Whilst of a comparable length to the S&N and left 

abandoned for a similar period of time, the Huddersfield Narrow Canal presented 

a truly daunting challenge for any would-be restoration project.  With substantial 

buildings over the line of the navigation, a canal bed which looked like a linear 

rubbish tip for miles, 74 lock chambers to restore plus the climb over the Pennines 

from Lancashire to Yorkshire, not to mention the reinstatement of the countryôs 

highest, longest and deepest canal tunnel at Standedge.  This project really was 

regarded as a no-hoper. 

But, undaunted, a restoration group was formed in 1974 at a time when canal 

restorations were not in vogue.  In 1981 Society volunteers restored their first 

half-mile section of the derelict canal plus two lock chambers and didnôt look 

back.  Following this success and their first £1.2 million grant their campaign 

gathered momentum and eventually, after further grants totalling over £30 million, 

the canal was opened by Prince Charles in 2001. 

So many aspects of this project are a real inspiration to those like us who hope to 

follow in their footsteps and we would like to share this with members through a 

day trip which we are organising for Saturday 17
th
 September.  The coach will 

depart from Shropshire at 9.00am, with pickups in Shrewsbury and Newport and 

will return for early evening.  There will be a coffee stop in the northern mill-town 

of Stalybridge on the outer fringes of Manchester.  Here you can walk along the 

newly restored canal which now runs through the length of the high street.  This 

has been the focal point for a massive regeneration project which brought in 

substantial public and private funding and impacted on the whole town, 

transforming this neglected rundown area into the social and retail focal point for 

miles around and earning it the nickname ñStalyVegasò. 

A short half-hour drive then takes us deep into the Pennine hills to the beautiful 

canalside setting of Marsden for a boat trip into the impressive Standedge Tunnel. 

The tunnel took 16 years to build at considerable loss of life - with the final 
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section being overseen by renowned engineer Thomas Telford in 1811. The tunnel 

is three miles long (we wonôt go all the way!), is 645 feet above sea level and 

burrows 638 feet underneath the Pennines. In 1948, Tom Rolt and Robert 

Aickman - founders of the Inland Waterways Association - took a boat along the 

abandoned Huddersfield Narrow Canal. They were the last people to boat through  

Standedge Tunnel (above) for more than 50 years and it was not until 2001 that 

boat traffic could return to the tunnel using an intriguing system where boats are 

pulled through in convoys by an electric tug. 

Whilst at Marsden there will be ample opportunity either for a picnic or for a pub 

lunch at the Tunnel End Pub where you are assured of a very warm Yorkshire 

welcome from the landlady who offers a range of home-cooked food at very 

reasonable prices.  There will also be time to take in the visitor centre or perhaps a 

short stroll up onto the moor to get a feel for the wild isolation of the Pennine 

uplands that sit high above the boats as they pass underneath on their journey to 

Lancashire.  

We will then leave in time to get back to Shropshire for around 7.00pm. 

You will find further information via the following internet links:  



S&News ï Spring 2005                                                                                                     7  

  

Stalybridge - http://www.tameside.gov.uk/corpgen/new/stalymenu.html   

Huddersfield canal - http://www.hcanals.demon.co.uk/   

Standedge Tunnel -http://www.penninewaterways.co.uk/huddersfield/standedge1.htm 

The cost will be £10 per person for adults, £8 for senior citizens or £6 for children.  

This will cover the coach transport only but if we fill the coach we will have 

sufficient to cover the cost of the boat trip into the tunnel.  Otherwise this will be 

no more than £2 adults, £1.50 seniors and £1 children.  Members are asked to 

cover their meal and refreshment costs. 

If you are interested in going please complete the form below and send, along 

with your cheque (full payment or a non-returnable deposit of £5 per person) to 

Brian Nelson at Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH by 18
th
 June so that 

we can confirm appropriate coach transport.  Friends and relatives are welcome. 

More precise details of pickup points, etc will be provided nearer to the time.  If 

you have any queries or require further information please contact Brian on 01743 

761447 or bnelson@sncanal.org.uk . 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Trip to Huddersfield Narrow Canal - 17
th
 September 2005 

Name:  

Address:  

Tel:   

Email (if available) 

No of tickets: ..éé Adults (Ã10) ..éé Senior Citizen (Ã8) ..ééChildren (Ã6) 

Indication if you are likely to have picnic / pub lunch 

I enclose full payment of Ãééé../ Non returnable deposit of Ã éé.. (Ã5 each) 

(Payable to The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust) 

Return to Brian Nelson,  Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 

by 18
th
 June 
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Norbury Canal Festival  

OK, so the photograph on the cover was not taken at this yearôs event! However 

the location is the same (Junction Bridge and Shelmore Embankment in the 

background provide the proof) but probably about 100 years earlier.   

The 2
nd

 Festival, organised in conjunction with the local IWA branch, was held on 

Saturday 30
th
 April and Sunday 1

st
 May at Norbury Junction.  Now if you werenôt 

there but live anywhere within quite a large circle of there, that weekend will be 

memorable because it is the weekend the weatherman seemed to get the forecast 

all wrong, and it culminated in a rather violent storm in the early hours of the 

Sunday.  So, yes, it was a rather damp and muddy event!  But even so those 

attending did tend to look a little more cheerful than those in the cover 

photograph! 

 

The Reverend Lynda Coates conducts the Open Air Service at the close of the event.  

Thanks go to Rodney Pitt for taking on most of the organisation for the Trust, 

along with David and Dawn Aylwin, Dennis and Janet Farmer, Peter and Gilliam 

Bolt and their colleagues from the  IWA; members who provided superb 

assistance, John Myers, Chris Keane and their wives, and Mal, Alan and Anne for 

their folk singing on Saturday evening; The Junction Inn; British Waterways; 

stallholders; boaters who attendedé.. the list is endless and fraught with the 

danger of omissions, so to everyone who helped or just attended, thank you.   
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Planning will begin soon for next yearôs, we hope, bigger and better event. 

  

Donnington Rail Freight Terminal  

On 23
rd
 March the Secretary of State for Transport approved the application for a 

works order by the Borough of Telford & Wrekin for the proposed rail freight 

terminal at Donnington.  This will see the reinstatement of the Wellington - 

Donnington Branch Line, which was closed and taken up in 1993, but which was 

formerly part of the Wellington - Stafford line, built by the Shropshire Union 

Railway & Canal Company and closed in 1964. The Trust originally objected to 

the application for the order but withdrew its objection following agreement with 

the Council of safeguards to protect the Shrewsbury Canal in the area. 

 

AGM 200 5 

The 4
th
 Annual General Meeting of the Trust was held on the 16

th
 April in the 

impressive Long Warehouse at Coalbrookdale. 

The main business of the meeting was to receive the Report of the Chairman, to 

adopt the Accounts and Balance Sheet for the year ended 30
th
 September 2004 

together with the Reports thereon of the Directors and to elect and re-elect 

Trustees. For the benefit of members who were unable to attend it is hoped the 

following will update all members: 


