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Membership

We are very pleased to welcomeirdividual and family members:

Rosemary & Kevin Taylor & Family of Norbury, Stafford;
Harry & Beryl Arnold of Burton on Trent, Staffs;
Dr Chris Endacott, Jackie Wales & Family of Shrewsbury;
Donald & Sandra Hamps of Shrewsbury;
John Glock of Leighton Buzzard, Herts;
David Higgins of Newport;
Sherrel Fikeis of Wappenshall, Telford;
Roy difford of Long Lane, Telford,;
Judith & David Dibble & Family of Shrewsbury;
Peter & Valerie Thompson of Shrewsbury;
Leslie & Patricia Haynes of Withington, Shrewsbury;
David Taylor of Lilleshall, Newport;
John & Janice Holliday of Ludlow;
Stephen Trevor of Shrewsbury;

Guy Hardy of Milford Haven, Pembrokshire;
Maldwyn & Elaine Evans & Family of Shrewsbury;
Martin & Christine Lunt & Family of Withington, Shrewsbury;

Mike Wilkinson of Lancaster;

Carmel & Kate Hazan of Halfwaylouse, Shrewsbury;
David Coleman of High Wycombe, Bucks;
Alastair R Kidd of Shrewsbury;
lan & Sheila Atkinson of Edgmond, Newport;
Raymond Howells of High Ercall, Shropshire;
Horace Whiting & Renee Kelly of Newport;
Graham Beeston of Wosedaves, Stafford,;

Jan & Maureen Vogel of Newport;

Sarah Lawrence & Simon Spiers of Sheriffhales, Shropshire;

Barbara Tyler of Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury.

Membershipnow stands at52.
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Dates for Your Diary

Thursdayl5" Septembef 7.30p.m. Trustées meet i ng. Thi s me
Shrewsburyand if you wish to attend please contact a Trustee to confirm exac
location.

Saturday 17 Septembei Trip to Huddersfield Narrow Canal

Thursday 1% Novemberi 7. 30p. m. Tr ust ee 6isduente ketin n
Newport and if you wish to attend please contact a Trustee to confirm exact location

o —_p— _p— _p— s s _ st g,

———— o o o o i,

From the Chairéé.

It was always going to be difficult to follow a guy like David Adams, but in my
first report as your new Chairman | feel | must ségvawords about our founder
Chairman. As many of you will be aware David has been the main inspiration
behind the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust since the very beginning. Whe
| say the beginning | am of course referring to the Trust in its present fvhich

from the inception in 2000 has been led by David.

For the record, in 1966 the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal Association wa
trying to gather support for the reinstatement of the Canal, and again in the la
19806s a si mi | atopushior theirestorationeSo,rhss dhirdpeffoa n
will be successful; | have no doubt about that. The political climate has change
and whilst there just arendt the sarl
five years ago, there is still funding be had from a much greater range of
sources. However, the most significant aspect of this resurgence of interest in tl
Shrewsbury and Newport Canal has been the leadership of David. It has been tl
leadership that led us through the inevitable rockih ghat we always knew was
there, but David has led from the front, and it is this solid foundation that will
sustain our efforts to bring life back to the Shrewsbury.

One of the last things David did in his role as Chair was to chivvy support fron
the nevly elected Members of Parliament, and with the persistence of Rodne
Pitt, we finally had a meeting at DEFRA, with the Minister Jim Knight on 20 July,
at the House of Commons; more of this later.

Whilst David was unable to attend, Brian Nelson, mysedughan Welsh and
Dennis Rogers all went down to London and presented the case for restoration,
what will prove to be a most significant meeting.

Soé.you have a new Chair, what do yo
been a Trustee for a coupleyafars now, but my interest in the Shrewsbury goes
way back to the early days of 1967/68, when, as a student, | got wrapped up in t
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idea that the canal should be restored, and did what | could to further that ideal.
was probably 1968 that | first méian and Margaret Clegg, along with Harry
Arnold a little later, and | have to say that | have always regarded them as mm
mentors, and biggest influence when it came to canal issues. Eventually | toc
over from Harry as the second editor of Cuttings,itki t hat was ab

| was the Project Manager for the building of Whixall Marina, again about 1973 |
t hink, and have owned a succession o
and have my own Josheré.and | 6 mthad et
Norbury flight!

Enough of me, what about this meeting in London? Hidden away in my piles o
archives | have got a copy of the notes taken from a meeting at St. Christoph
House, Westminster, at the Ministry of Transport, on 20 July 1966. The meetin
was called to discuss the restoration of the Shrewsbury and Newport Cane
Ultimately, this was not to be, but can you imagine the chill that went down my
spine when | discovered that this most recent meeting in Smith Square, :
DEFRA, was to take place n é .™.J@y02005, literally across the road from St
Christopher House, thirty nine years to the day! The grand total for the restoratio
was estimated to be £140,000.

As | mentioned earlier, four of us met Jim Knight, together with MP for the
Wrekin Mak Pritchard, the government advisor on Inland Waterways and
DEFRA researchers. We had about forty minutes with the Minister, one of hi
specific responsibilities lies with British Waterways, and he made it clear that he
supported our project, and that heuld do all that he reasonably could to support
us; this would mean communicating directly with Advantage West Midlands anc
all the local authorities.

To be frank, | dondt think we coul c
acknowl edged binhgingithts @abmut, Radhey deserves a lot of credit

for bringing it about. Whilst we were in the Palace of Westminster, we had the
chance to have a quick word with Bill Cash and David Kidney who both spoke
enthusiastically about the canal. | wrote eadiext | thought this would prove to

be a most significant meeting, and by this | mean that overnight we have ne
found credibility and there will now be a push from above as well as our
continuing lobbying locally.

If only we had had friends like this ir016 6 é . | could have b
summer evening sun, on the cabin roof, under the shadows of Shrewsbury Cas
in Castlefields Basin; ah well, | guess | can wait another couple of years!

Chris Chambers
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Summer Edition ?

| fear that by the time yoget to read this edition of S&Newsu may well feel
that the &6Summer d mentioned on the ¢
this the weather is still warm and the Ashes are yet to be won (or lost!) so | hope
can just about get away with it

I must apologise though for the lateness of this edition. Believe it or not it was a
but finishedat the beginning of August, just awaiting a couple of snippets and &
photo, when Windows XP on my computer decided that it was going to close
down and thattiwas not, whatever | triedr tempted it with going to restart.

Before you ask, no | hadndét backed e

Having rebuilt my computer with a new hard disk | was fortunately able to
recovermy documentsand | thought everything was baok track, when was

laid low by an illness, from which | now hope | am well back on the way to full
recovery. But of course by now some items were out of date and after a quic
rewriteinsomearedsher e it i s. I hope itds w

Now that bings me to the next editohwhi ch shoul dnodt be
you have any history or research, memories, photographs or drawings that y
would be willing to share with member§8ee al so O Memori es
Canal 6 10and BriandNelsn 6 s of fer to rieftoyduy
feel able to write them down.Do you have any Vi ews
done, what you would like to see from it, questions to Trustdeas etc. etc.? If
you dq please write t@r emailme at the adresesbelow and will be pleased to
publish them in S&Newsand try and find answers to any questions:

Steve Bean, S&News, 4 Arscott, Pontesbury, Shrewsbury, SY5 OXP
s&news@sncanal.org.uk

Once again, apologies for the delay in you receiving this issukplease help me
make thenext issuea bumper issue

Steve Bean

Apology

I n David Adamb6s an printedlin the g 8&Néws,tthe namé €
of the first member of thBroject Finance Teashould have been Group Captain
Dick Jones
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A Postcard from Castlefields

ChrisChambersDee and | had a fascinating afternoon at the Castlefeltimer
fete- this is in the areaf Shrewsbunbetween the Flax Mill and théver weir.

There is a real sense of community among many of the locals with cfcimem
having family connections with Castlefields over generatidisnce there were
some interesting conversations about times gone Aiyn Jones mentioned she
had an old collection of postcards sent to her grandmother, datingd the
beginning ofthe D" century wlich she thought included one of the old canal.
She not only took the trouble to go and find it out before the afternoon was out
she also had it copied for us ahd reproduced below.

It was published by Wildingand is a B&W sketclof the canal terminus and
Shrewsbury Castle.

Brian Nelson
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Crossing the Road in Longdon Upon Tern

We are very grateful to John and Middy Arnold of Wharf Cottage in Longdon
upon Tern for lending us the newspaper cutting below which shows the old can:
bridge in Longdon being levelled and the road straightened during that sad peric
when the S&N canal infrastructure was being gradually dismantled.
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| Work has started on removing the old canal bridge at Longdon- on- Tern. close
for two weeks while itis levelled an?is:’tralghtmed. mitiipe S s >

Trustees have recently been visiting Longdon upon Tern to get a better grasp
local views on restotin proposals through the village via work with Rodington
Parish Council. It was through these visits that they first met up with John an
Middy and had an invite to walk the line of the canal through their land and tc
take a look inside their historicanalside warehouse. The stone walling at the
edge of the wharf can still be seen and the warehouse itself is still in very goo
condition, complete with pulley wheels to remind us of the time when this was the
thriving commercial centre of the village ahdme to the coal business which
bel onged to Johnds parents. John ¢
period when the canal, along with its famous iron aqueduct, still had pride of plac
at the centre of village life and they expressed their sadisetbey saw the bridge
and the very existence of the canal being erased bit by bit.

It is ironic that the Trust had put forward plans tergate the canal around the
edge of the village in order to avoid what had looked like significant difficulties in
crossing the main village road in its original location. However, after meeting
with several of the residents whose gardens included the original canal line, «
whose outlook would be significantly impacted by aingated bridge, it was
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discovered that #h original line would appear to be much the preferred option.
Hence our engineering team are now concentrating on an approach which wot
see a bridge rmstalled on the same site and, if possible, incorporating this within
a scheme which might help taifig about much sought after speed controls on

this very busy road through the village.

Site of bridge B30
20N B5063 at

N
= Optlon No.1

:%: _ g Longdon
e )\Site of bridge B30
: . B5063
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Memories of the Shrewsbury Canal

We have several Trustees involved in giving presentations to various audienc
around Shropshire and further afield. One of the jeyd of this work is the
number of people we meet up with who have fond memories of the canal fror
their childhood, or who have accounts that their parents and grandparents ha
passed on to them, of times when the S&N was still very much a part oféle liv
of the local communities through which it passed. Such was the case when Vic
Chairman Brian Nelson met up with our member Jean Hammond when giving
talk for Shrewsbury Civic Society at the Bear Steps. Not only did this prompt &
further presentation ich Jean recently organised for the Shropshire Arts Society
when they joined us as Corporate Members, but it also stirred her to put pen
paper with her own recollections of her childhood when she lived close to the
canal in Shrewsbury.

J e a n 6 s repraducedypelow sind we would urge any other members who hav
their own stories of bygone days of the S&N to get in touch so that we can recol
them before they are forgotten. You are welcome to post or email your thought
to us or, if you prefer, get itouch with Brian Nelson (details on front cover) and
he can arrange for someone to pop over and note down your thoughts with you.

Jean Hammond (nee Clift) writes:

il al ways |l ooked forward to Sundays
seemingly carefre summer walks to pick blackberries, gather buttercups, make
daisy chains and attempt to pluck bullrushes from the canal.

As a child | lived very close to the end of the Shrewsbury canal, which in those
days sixty years ago, terminated near the Canalrifatehe top of the Gasworks
Bank. | didn't realize then that the original terminus was further on at the
Buttermarket.

The canal was our adventure playground and the towpath took us town kids o
beyond the clusters of baté-back houses and the gaswarlkand into the sweet
smell of the countryside with it's green hedges full of birds' nests. We joined th
canal at the top of Gasworks Bank via a sloping cobbled path with horizonts
raised cobbles at interval®bviously designed as a foothold for thedes. Once

on the towpath the adjacent water was black and still, with patches of oil shinin
on the surface. A huge gasometer was nearby and we always held our nose as
passed.

The towpath went behind the cottages in New Park Road and very soon wk pass
under the Factory Bridge and just ahead were the Maltings. Sometimes we wou
leave the path, cross the bridge and see what was happening at the Maltings
recall there were soldiers on duty with guns. The fact that there was a war on w
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of little conern to us innocents. Back on the path we head on towards the
suburbs, passing under the Comet Bridge and then behind the houses on Sundc
Road. Here the canal runs parallel to the River Severn and through a hole in tl
towpath hedge a track led to the BaBank. We always stopped off here to eat
any bread and jam sandwiches remaining from our picnic, and to drink the coc
water that bubbled up from a fresh spring.

Back through the hole in the hedge and onto the towpath. Here the canal wat
was clearer ah bullrushes and sedges were growing at the waters' edge. Thel
were no boats apart from the odd abandoned flat boat looking still and neglecte
We were in the country now and to us townies this was a great adventure. W\
were oblivious to the danger oflifag in the cut (we always thought this a
common word), and there were very few people to fish us out had we fallen in.

We were nearing Pimley now and could glimpse the chimneys of the Manor. Her
we stopped to examine a "horseshoe" print on the copomg &if a bridge. | was
told by my friends that this was the footprint of Dick Turpin's horse and the
highwayman had leapt into the ravine below. | really believed it!

Very soon we would leave the canal at Uffington, passing under a steep roe
bridge and oto a track that leads to Haughmond Hill. On the days we came or
bicycles we could leave them at a cottage at the base of the hill for tuppence. O
adventure wasn't over yet. Our mission in late spring was to collect bluebells fror
Haughmond Hill and we wdd return with armfuls of these delicate flowers with
their white sticky stems. We returned home when we had collected enoug
flowers or when our inner clocks told us so. We had no watches and sometime
we would be away a whole day. Nobody worried ancaimeays got home before
dark.

When | read of the proposal to reinstate this canal | was eager to retrace my ste
of sixty-odd years ago. It was a bit of a shock, especially at the beginning of m
onetime magic walk. The cobbled horse ramp had gone andiekere was
swamped with that ubiquitous plague, Japanese Knotweed. But the Canal Tave
was still there and Haughmond Hill too. Hopefully, one day the old canal will be
brought back to life again after major reconstructive surgery andpads/ here
and here. But do hurry up or I shall have to send my grandchildren to retrace m
wonderl and wal k. o

With Jeandés artistic interests, she
Dyke Brown (18011868) of the canal at Uffington where she walked as a child
(reproducedbver. This shows what an idyllic rural scene this must have made
for the many Atownieso who took th
countryside from among the gasworks and back streets of Shrewsbury.
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