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Membership

We are very pleased to welcomecasporate members
ShropshiréArt Society

and asindividual and family members:
Roger Dean of Newport;

Marion & Thomas Athorne & Family of Shrewsbury;
Sylvia & Charles Flint of Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury;
Derek & Katleen Taylor of Shrewsbury;
Adrian Hennessy of Norwich;

Barry Hales of Adderley, Market Drayton;

Janet& David Salt of NewcastleinderLyme;
David Parsons of Shrewsbury;
Wendy Reeves of Market Drayton; and
Derek Stokes & Brenda Hamilton of Telford.

Membeshipnow stands ai61.

Dates for Your Diary

Tuesday 2% & Wednesday 28Decembei Winter Working Partie$ see page 6 for
details.

Thursday19" Januaryi 7. 30 p . m. Trusteeds meeting
Shrewsbury and if you wish to attentegse contact a Trustee to confirm exact
location.

Thursday 18 Marchi 7. 30p . m. Trusteebs meeting
Newport and if you wish to attend please contact a Trustee to confirm exact location

B

T s
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From the Chairéé.

Recently | heard aanversation between some American visitors and a group of
local gongoozlers, | think it was at Tyrley, as they stood and watched me an
others making our way down the | ock
England is the way that Spring manages tdt dnto the Fall without you

noticing, 6 was the profound statemei
was hetddi ng about I t weodo dpdve godd summerss wd do é
occasionally getlong spellsofreay hot , ddgpn@weatwber é.

On arother occasion Brian and | were contemplating the last lock down Audlem
having locked down Adderley and Audlem all in one go. Around lock 3, whilst a
certain strategic member of my crew was desperately seeking out the neare
convenient s ppate atk@r, d4 dbdreataumree awar e
around the locks with a camera, you know the samdals Tesco bag and flask,
OS mape.

Anyway | said O6hell o6 on several ocC
individual, but just as | was aboutéomb ar k upon the usua
routine he regularly seemed to hurry away, only to re appear at the next locl
Then, as | mentioned earlier, Brian and | were loitering at lock 15, this sam
gentl eman reappear edét hi sBythis time, neither a

Brian nor | were too bothered about entering into conversation with anyone, othe
than someone that might offer to make us a cup of tea.

6How far does this canal actually gc
builté. awed Iwhly 2cbandét resi st a chall e
knackered. Brian and | looked at each other and walked back slowly toward ot
friend. We had three optionséépush |
completely ignore himor launchmt our usual 6wel | as

to two members of the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal Trust, we happen to have
membership form with us, and if you join us you can find out all about the history
of the Shropshire canals. 0

We had already managd t o recruit some poor soO
spread out all over the tow path having a picnic and this individual had the nerv
to expect us to let him through whilst we were making a complete nuisance of ot
selves blocking the right of way. Fais sins he got caught in conversation, and
was convertedtothe&N causeél digress.

It turns out that the gentleman with the camera and plastic carrier bag was inde
another visitor from foreign shores:
were &le to launch into our mini history lesson, our intrepid holiday maker was
telling us al/l about the canals or

they were still used commercially. Joking apart it was really quite interesting, he
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was impressedhiwhat we managed to tell him, but he soon drifted away before
we got around to the & N bit; it transpires he was on a cycling tour of UK, and
earlier in the day had come up from lronbridge, having been pointed in the
direction of the Shroppie by his thi for and interest in Industrial Archaeology.
He had a dog with him too, | 6m not
bi ke, but thatods another story.

Two weeks ago, on the final bit of my trip back to my home moorings here in
Whitchurch, | met a lovglcouple at Marbury lock. They were from Colwyn Bay,
in their late seventies and on a boat that they had just hired from Wrenbury
Marbury was the first lock they had ever come across. To cut a long story shor
they had travelled all over the world, btibiccurred to them that they had never
been on a canal boat, and more or less instantly decided to do something abou
whilst they are still active and able.

When | approached Marbury, | noticed a boat moored a hundred yards or so aw
from the lock, andhlso that there was a couple opening the paddles and gates.
coul dnot believe my lucké.with a bi
coming and hurrying to set the lock in their favour before you get near, even at tt
expense of a lock full of wateroSfull steam ahead | lined up the boat, and drew

into the lock, smiling and shouting up my gratefulness to the willing helpers.

There was a tot al l ook of surprise
they were making ready for their own passage, lamad just leap frogged into
their | oc k! So, as the boat rose th

was then that | realised what | had done. They were lovely. They explained to
that they had been there for about an hour, unable to gebtsiinto the lock,
they had tried it side ways, backwards, so had decided, in the absence of any he
to moor up, have lunch and then go back and set the lock as per the video they |
watched earlier in the day.

| spent probably another hour talking tteem about the weird and wonderful
workings of the cut, and about safety and the need to take things slowly and n
rush around the lockside. Between us we got both boats through the lock, as \
did at Quoisley, Willey and Poveys, at which point | pushadt® Grindley
Brook.

At Grindley Brook, | caught up with Mal Edwards and his BW colleague and
made sure they knew that there was an inexperienced couple on their way. On
through Grindley | moored at Dansons Wood and made my way back down th
tow path tothe car some three or four miles back. On my way back, at the top o
Grindley Brook, were our friends from Colwyn Bay; it was bright sunny

afternoon, they had moored up, set a picnic on the stern of their boat, surround
by ducks and they were happy.
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Theyinsisted on my having a cup of tea with them, which was lovely, and aske
of my knowledge of local hostelries on the way up the Welsh Canal.

It was a satisfying day.

The people that | met on this trip were drawn to the canal by the very specic
characteof the ribbon of water that mean
is full of surprises, a trip into the unknown, to others it is all about discovering the
history and toil that shaped industry and the communities it still serves today
People are dran from all over the world, but importantly, locally there are still
many to whom the canal is a new world waiting to be discovered. As you will
read elsewhere in this newsletter Tam Hazan organised a working party
Wappenshall recently, the first of mahhope, and whilst many of us are aware
of the history and strategic importance of this site, it is a revelation to see how
has opened up. It is absolutely incredible the work that was achieved on this or
day, and now the site is clearing; it is bexog even more obvious just how
important it will be in terms of future restoration and use of the canal. Once
restored, this canal hub, just on the edge of Telford, will provide the opportunity
for di scovering t he canal Oigcti@neat I
Shrewsbury and Newport, at present there are only Eyton Locks betwee
Wappenshall and the County Town, and what better place to discover the joys
the canal life.

Chris Chambers

Winter Working Parties

One of the @Aj oys onystoratioa groug is timechena tosdo
something that directly relates to the success of the project. Depending c
individual skills, that can be anything from computer graphics to public speaking
to lobbying influential bodies té . well, yes getting own in the muck as a basic
labourer.

Clearing out years of accumulated growth and mud and grime from the old can:
bed, removing vegetation from former canal structures and revealing the
engineering expertise and ingenuity of the Victorian canal builcemsbe very
rewarding. It can also markedly help our cause by showing councillors, counc
officials and funding bodies the seriousness and dedication of members towar
the restoration task, and perhaps encouraging others to join the Trust. Those w
live near the former route may not even be fully aware of the extent of the can:
and this activity may create local involvement and a sense of local ownership i
the canal project.

It is proposed to hold two working party days in the gap between Christnoas
the New Yeari Tuesday 27 December and Wednesday 28 December. A site
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hopefully Wappenshall Junction, will be surveyed for suitability and will be
documented for Risk Assessment and Health & Safety reasons.

Volunteers for front line duties will need supply their own boots and gloves: a
sense of humour is very useful. Some basic tools are held by the Trust. Hard h:
are available for those locations/tasks where required.

Volunteers in supporting roles (catering, first aid, administration, genera
encouragement) would be very welcome.

If you are interested in supporting this initiative, please contact tedioator
Tam Hazan preferably by email. Further details will be published nearer the
event.

Tam Hazan

660 Squadron Work Party

660 Squdron of the Defence Helicopter Flying School (DHFS) at RAF Shawbury
have been corporate members of the S&N for a number of years now. When o
guartermaster, Chris Keane, was still serving the Army Air Corps, he was th
Squadron SergeaMajor and saw thedistinct benefits for all concerned in
joining.

Students on 660 Sgn are drawn from all three of the armed services, and
occasion include students from other countries. Since the inception of DHFS tt
students have always carried out a-dag communig project, in order that they
can put something into the county apart from helicopter noise. This has include
topics as diverse as painting and decorating in playgroups to clearing abandon
cars from beauty spots. Traditionally the project of choicetalsn place on a
Friday, following a celebratory evening once all of the course have gone solo i
helicopters for the first timenot a morning for flying!

Recently the members of Number 85 Course assembled at Wappenshall Juncti
along with Chris and &\ Trustee Tam Hazan. Their task was to clear the
bridge, above and below, from a large accumulation of weeds, ivy and even son
moderate sized saplings that were growing from the canal bed. The bridge ha
some years ago, been the subject of some Eleynfor preservation work, but
was slowly succumbing to the wiles of Mother Nature. The team set to with mor
vigour than ought to have been expected considering the state of some of t
eyeballs, and the work was soon well advanced, as the pitteli@sand on the
covershow.

Working parties like this benefit everyone. For the DHFS there is the chance c
some rare positive publicity. For the S&N there is the physical evidence of
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restoration in progress at last, but above all there is the recordrofridays of
work to offer for matched funding from the holders of the purse strings
organisations such as the Lottery. Alose situation indeed.

An overgrown Wappenshall Bridge before work began

Members of Number 85 Course
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