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A group photo at the end of the February Work Party around  

the fingerpost erected at Wappenshall  Junction.  See page 10 

for details of the February event. 
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The views expressed by contributors to S&News do not necessarily represent the 

views or policies of The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust. 

Membership  

We are very pleased to welcome as individual and family members:  

Anthony Rowley & Frances Smith of Eccleshall, Stafford 

Mitchell Gough of Longdon upon Tern 

Katherine Bond of Newport 

Colin & Cheryl Sullivan & Family of Salisbury, Wiltshire 

Derek Sheedy of Rodington, Shrewsbury 

Pauline Needham & Family of Market Drayton 

Christina Dean of Newport 

Tony & Sue Cleaves of Newport 

Roy & Kathryn Stokes of Wem 

Roger Reed of Fareham, Hants 

Alan & Faye Smith of Uffington, Shrewsbury 
 

Dates for Your Diary  

Saturday & Sunday 4
th 

/ 5
th
 March  - Working Party at Wappenshall Junction ï 

contact Tam Hazan (details inside front cover). 

Thursday 16
th
 March  - 7.30p.m. Trusteeôs meeting*. Due to be in Newport and if you 

wish to attend please contact a Trustee to confirm exact location. 

Saturday 1
st
 April  - 10.00a.m. Visit to Wappenshall Junction 

                               - 11.30a.m.  Annual General Meeting 

}  

}  
Details enclosed 

Thursday 18
th
 May - 7.30p.m. Trusteeôs meeting*. Due to be in Shrewsbury and if 

you wish to attend please contact a Trustee to confirm exact location. 

* Please note that members may be asked to withdraw for certain confidential items.



 4                                                                                                   S&News ï Winter 2006 

 

The ôShrewsburyõé..a living landmark? 

On January 6
th
 2006, the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal Trust submitted a bid to 

the Big Lottery Fund for funding to restore the Newport branch of the canal from 

itôs junction with the former Birmingham and Liverpool Junction Canal 

(Shropshire Union main line) at Norbury, to the terminus and wharfage at 

Wappenshall Junction this being the first restoration phase in the project to 

eventually restore the Shrewsbury and Newport canal in its entirety through to 

Shrewsbury, thus reconnecting all the communities along the route. 

Whilst the canal has lain dormant and seemingly abandoned for over sixty years, 

the tell tale signs of the significant role the canal once played in the local economy 

and culture remain, sometimes in isolation, reminding us just how important a 

landmark the canal was to our forefathers.  

The splendid isolation and gentle decay into the history books is about to be 

halted. 

There are perhaps eighty or ninety other canal restoration schemes in progress, all 

striving to regenerate and bring life back into their abandoned waterways. Like us, 

they are all seeking out ways of funding their aspirations, persuading and dragging 

prospective partners to the begging bowl. 

So why should we expect to be able to key into the stream of funding that trickles 

out of central government via the Big Lottery Fund? What makes our canal 

different? 

In June 2005 the Big Lottery Fund launched a brand new initiative called óLiving 

Landmarksô, ultimately through competition, granting funding of up to Ã140 

million to projects and initiatives that meet prescribed criteria. It will award a 

small number of grants of between £10 million and £25 million to projects of 

regional significance. It will also award a single grant of between £25 million and 

£50 million to a project of national or regional significance. We have submitted a 

bid in the region of £25 million to enable us to restore this first section to 

Wappenshall. 

We have had to demonstrate that in winning the funding it will be used to 

¶ Improve rural and urban environments, which communities are better 

able to access and enjoy 

¶ Transform and revitalise communities and the physical environment 

¶ Inspire both the general public and their communities through 

unparalleled community involvement in planning and development and 

have the widest public support 

¶ Offer inspirational design solutions which respect and enhance the 

physical environment and the community 
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These are but a few of the criteria we have had to meet to have any chance of 

progressing through the selection process; but by just stepping back a little it is not 

too difficult to understand just how the restoration of the canal can benefit the 

communities it will once again serve. Of course the Living Landmarks initiative is 

not just about canal restoration, there will of course be bids from other canal 

schemes, Coastal Paths, town and city centre regeneration schemes, major 

building projects, Iôm sure the list will be endless. However, we knew we had to 

get a bid in for this funding. Perhaps our chances of gaining this significant 

funding are only marginally better than winning the actual lottery, but it has 

brought about a real sense of focus and direction to our activities as a Canal Trust. 

New energies have gone into the working parties at Wappenshall, and there is a 

real feel that this canal is once again óour canalô.  

One thing is for certainééwe all feel that the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal is 

worthwhile and deliverable, we wouldnôt be so heavily committed to it otherwise, 

but the opportunities that this new lottery scheme presents has really made 

appreciate that the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal can once again become óa 

living landmarkô. 

Chris Chambers 

 

Members Visit to the Anderton Boat Lift & Ellesmere Port Boat Museum  

Following on from the popular coach trip last September to the Huddersfield canal 

we are now planning a similar venture to another successful canal restoration 

project, this time to the ñCathedral of the Canalsò at Anderton, near Northwich, 

Cheshire followed by a visit to the nearby Boat Museum at Ellesmere Port. 

The Anderton Boat Lift is considered by many to be one of the greatest 

engineering feats of the 19
th
 century.  It was created to answer the need for 

efficient transfer of the substantial quantity of goods moving between the Trent & 

Mersey Canal and the River Weaver for onward shipment via the Mersey to 

Liverpool and beyond.  Royal Assent was given in 1872 to enable construction of 

the lift to overcome the fifty foot difference in levels between the two adjacent 

waterways.  By 1875 the lift was open and operational. 

A large gantry was constructed from the river basin to the top of the valley, and a 

small canal basin was created to allow boats a 'waiting area'.  This basin led to a 

metal aqueduct terminating at the gantry where two large counter-balanced and 

water filled containers or óCaissons', driven by huge hydraulic rams, were then 

inserted side by side within the gantry.  As one Caisson was at canal level the 

other would be at river level. By increasing the volume of water in the top Caisson 

the extra weight would cause it to descend, thus raising the opposite Caisson from 
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the river. A steam-driven 'accumulator' was used to facilitate the last few feet of 

the lifting process, in bringing the upper caisson to the aqueduct. 

Some modifications to the basic system were subsequently required but the lift 

continued to operate successfully until the mid 20
th
 century when, with the 

increasing ease of rail and road transport it became less and less viable until, in the 

1970s, routine repair and maintenance work could no longer be supported 

resulting in the liftôs closure in 1983.  The Trent & Mersey Canal Society led a 

vigorous restoration campaign which resulted in the investment of the £7million 

needed to restore the lift, bringing this magnificent structure back into use in 

March 2002 

. 

 

During our visit to Anderton there will be the option to descend the lift by boat 

and take a 30 minute cruise to Northwich and back as well as taking a look at the 

visitor centre or having a stroll along the Trent & Mersey Canal. 

From Anderton we will make the short half hour drive to the Boat Museum at 

Ellesmere Port which houses a nationally important collection of 5,000 canal 

artefacts from fully restored traditional working boats and dock workers cottages 

through to paintings, model boats and canal memorabilia.  
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The final cost will depend on numbers but will be approximately £14 ï £17 for the 

combined coach, visitor centre and museum entrance costs.  There will be an 

optional additional charge of around £6 if you choose to go on the boat trip on the 

river Weaver and up the Anderton lift.  Refreshment costs will need to covered 

individually.  We plan to run the trip on a Saturday in September and will provide 

further details in our May S&News but it would be helpful if members could give 

an indication of their interest in this trip, without commitment, by contacting 

Brian Nelson (details inside front cover ï email is particularly helpful).   

 

 

In the meantime you will fund further information on the internet at: 

http://www.andertonboatlift.co.uk/  

http://www.boatmuseum.org.uk/  
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An Unchanging Wappenshall?  

These two photographs were taken about 55 years apart.  This one was taken by 

Trust president Tom Manning in about 1950......  
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....  and this one by Trust chairman Chris Chambers on 9
th
 January 2006, 

following the work party reported on on the following page. 

 


