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Membership  

We are very pleased to welcome as corporate members: 

Shires Fire & Safety Ltd of Whixall, 

and as individual and family members:  

Mary & John Parry of Market Drayton; 

Tony Clayton of Grantham, Lincs 

Alastair Kidd of Shrewsbury 

Alan Blunt of Kenilworth, Warwickshire 

Brian Burns of Telford 

Phil Brown of Telford 

Mr & Mrs J A Downs of North Vancouver, Canada 

Darryl & Helen Key of Stafford 

Sam & Peter Hammond of Newport 

The Trust was recently asked to provide details of our membership by an 

individual who was a Trustee, with no explanation of the reason for the request.  

Current Trustees were naturally concerned at this, as I am sure members 

themselves might be.  However, as a limited company we are of course required to 

comply with the requirements of the Companies Act and one of these is, perhaps 
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not surprisingly, to keep a register of members showing their names and addresses 

and the class of membership to which each member belongs.  Further though, 

even in respect of a company limited by guarantee, this register is open to 

inspection and any person can request a copy of the register be sent upon payment 

of a fee.  Failure to provide access for inspection or to supply a copy is an offence 

for which the officers can be prosecuted.  

It is trusted that this list will not be misused.  Some protection against this is 

provided by the 1998 Data Protection Act which prevents the publication of a list 

of members without the consent of the "data subject".  Use to which the list is 

used will be monitored. 
 

 

Dates for Your Diary  

Please also watch the website (Events page) for additions. 

Saturday/Sunday 2
nd

/3
rd

 September- Whitchurch.   The S&NCT will be present 

with display gazebo and 60ft working boat (belonging to our Chairman).    If you 

would like to join the promotional team at this event, please contact Chris 

Chambers (details inside front cover). 

Saturday/Sunday 9
th
/10

th 
September- Ellesmere.  As Whitchurch!  If you would 

like to join the promotional team at this event, please contact Chris Chambers 

(details inside front cover). 

Saturday 16
th
 September - MEMBERS RALLY , NORBURY JUNCTION  ï 

see page 12 

Thursday 21
st
 September - 7.30p.m. Trusteeôs meeting*.  This is due to be held in 

Shrewsbury ï please contact the Secretary to confirm location if you would like to 

attend. 

October onwards - WINTER WORKING PARTIES  - The clearance work 

needs to continue.  If you want to participate in any way, please contact Tam 

Hazan (details inside front cover). 

Thursday 16
th
 November - 7.30p.m. Trusteeôs meeting*.  This is due to be held in 

Newport ï please contact the Secretary to confirm location if you would like to attend. 

May Day Bank Holiday Weekend 2007 ï Norbury Junction Festival - The 

Trust in collaboration with local groups plans to stage a two or three day event 

based around Norbury Junction ï in much the same style as previous years.  If you 

would like to be involved in any way, please contact Tam Hazan (details inside 

front cover). 

* Please note that members may be asked to withdraw for certain confidential items.  
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From the Chair...  

At the outset I must thank everyone for the vote of confidence in the recent 

Trusteeôs vote. I am proud to be Chair of our Trust and look forward to another 

year of significant progress in our quest to restore our canal. We still seem to be 

dogged by a few localised problems, created in the main by individuals that still 

canôt quite grasp what we are looking to achieve. More of that later. 

In the run up to the AGM my Chair Brian Nelson made it clear that whilst he 

wished to remain as a Trustee, he would have to give up his Vice Chairmanship in 

the short to medium term. Those of you close to the work of the Trust may well be 

aware that Brian has been told to reduce his workload and slow down, pending a 

major operation in the very near future. Tam Hazan has been elected as Vice 

Chair to take over from Brian, and Iôm sure that our working relationship will be 

as strong as ever. 

The great thing about our Board of Trustees is that we all trust each otherôs 

judgement and get on well with each other. It has been well recorded in the past 

that this was not always the case. The last AGM sorted a few things out, but 

clearly there are a couple of misguided individuals still trying to scupper our 

work, the problems in Newport give testament to this, however as a result of the 

postal election, we have a fully committed and focussed team. 

I canôt begin to understand the reasoning for Rodney Pitt letting us down so badly 

with the Norbury Festival at the end of April; we overcame the lack of 

organisation and planning thanks to the goodwill of the locals, and we had a 

smashing Rally in the end. It really was thoroughly annoying and embarrassing 

having to explain constantly how we had had to pick up the pieces at the last 

moment. Rodney clearly has his own agenda, and it is all the more surprising 

when one considers how much good work Rodney did in the past. However in 

many ways the events at the Norbury Festival and AGM have made us stronger as 

a Trust and have served to highlight just how important it is to continue to be 

completely transparent and honest in all that we do. 

It is a matter for public record that the Charity Commissioners have received 

letters of complaint about the work of the Trust from three former Trustees, 

Rodney Pitt, Sue Harris and Vaughan Welsh, and this required a detailed response 

from our secretary Steve Bean. Most recently I have been informed that the 

Charity Commission has received yet another letter from at least two of these 

individuals, citing misdemeanours by our founder Chairman David Adams in 

Newport. 

Perhaps I am being too charitable, but Iôm not sure that these people actually 

understand what the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust are looking to 

achieve. What are they looking to achieve? 
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Whilst clearly we have got some work to do in Norbury and Newport to correct 

some of the misinformation being banded around, it is great to be able to report 

new found support from the local authority in Shrewsbury. 

The key thing that the Shrewsbury and Newport Canals Trust is looking to 

achieve is to create any environment that might enable the canal to be restored. 

All five local authorities along the route of the canal are going through a 

consultative phase in the development of their respective Local Development 

Framework plans. Sympathetic core policies are crucial to the canal restoration, 

and whilst Telford and Wrekin and Stafford have shown a willingness to support 

the future restoration by including core policies to accommodate our aspirations, 

Shrewsbury and Atcham have been far more guarded in their approachéuntil 

now that is. 

Dennis and I have made representations to officers in the past, and SABC have 

quietly supported the principle, but have been very much more conservative, 

talking about óacknowledging and respecting the canal heritage.ô However in the 

latest and final draft document the SABC officers have come off the fence and 

have included a statement 

óThe Strategy will safeguard the route of the Shrewsbury-Newport Canalé and 

encourage its restoration and use for leisure/recreational purposes, having regard 

to its inherent environmental value. Where appropriate, opportunities will be taken 

along the route of the canal to secure sustainable regeneration projects that 

facilitate investment in the restoration scheme.ô 

And in conclusioné..ôhowever, this policy indicates support in principle for 

the project and for appropriate enabling development.ô 

Extracted from Core Policy 16, Shrewsbury and Newport Canal.  

Clearly, after all these years, we have the conclusive support of all the local 

authorities. Without this the canal could not have been considered for restoration.  

There is also further acknowledgement of the value of a restored canal in the 

Northern Corridor Policy, something, again, that we have been lobbying for. 

I quote óthe northern approach to the town centre from the edge of the town at 

Battlefield has been identified as a major corridor requiring a co-ordinated 

approach to regeneration and integrated transport and environmental 

improvements. The corridor includes major road and rail routes, the former 

Shrewsbury and Newport Canal, major development sites, employment and retail 

centres and the Flaxmill at Ditherington. An action plan for the area is being 

prepared to identify and address the issues, informing the preparation of 

subsequent Development Plan Documents and bringing forward an 

implementation framework.ô  



S&News ï Summer 2006                                                                                                   7  

  

Already I have been approached by Ove Arrup, who have been retained to draw 

up the action plan. They are very supportive and appreciate the value and benefits 

a restored canal will bring to Shrewsbury. 

Earlier this year several of us met Derek Cochrane, Regeneration Director for 

British Waterways. He was impressed with our presentation, so much so that he 

requested a further site visit to appraise the merits of our restoration plans. This 

took place at the end of July, and Dennis and I had the best part of a day with him. 

Many of our members will appreciate that Derek is responsible for the 2025 vision 

document which is being revised as we go to press. I am confident that the 

Shrewsbury and Newport Canal will feature in this publication. Should this 

happen, then surely this will be a measure of the success of our strategies for re 

instating the canal. 

You may have picked up the use of the word enable or enabling. If there is a word 

that encapsulates the ethos behind the policies and strategies for regeneration and 

restoration it is this. 

We, as a Trust, are attempting to enable the restoration through lobbying, 

encouraging and our own expertise and enthusiasm. 

The local authorities are operating with core planning policies that will encourage 

enabling  development. 

In Norbury, Newport, Wappenshall and Shrewsbury all we are seeking is to 

encourage this partnership of enabling and proactive working.  As a Trust we are 

completely transparent in our relationships and motivations, and I must admit that 

amongst all this gathering enthusiasm and realisation, it is very difficult to 

understand the actions of the few that are ignorant of the genuine aims of the 

Trust. 

Chris Chambers  

Trustee Changes  

With the last issue of S&News papers were issued inviting members to elect 

Trustees to fill vacancies on the Board.  Following a good óturnoutô the successful 

candidates were Chris Chambers, Tam Hazan, Dee Nelson, Linda Thomas and 

Chris Keane.  

At their first meeting following the election, Trustees also co-opted Eric Cox to 

serve for the following year. 

Details of all current Trustees can be found on the inside cover. 

Steve Bean 
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Saucy Boat!  

Pictured on the cover is the ex Fellows Morton and Clayton Josher Tench.  

Commissioned in September 1936, Tench is a Fish Class boat built by Yarwoods 

at Northwich. 

Rather appropriately, since the boat spent most of its working life on the Shroppie, 

the pictures were taken at Audlem in July. The crew on this occasion were owner 

and Chair of the Trust Chris Chambers and fellow Trustee Brian Nelson. 

ñItôs a long term restoration project, a bit like the Shrewsbury and Newport 

Canal,ò Chris told S&News, ñwhen I bought her she had not moved for several 

years, so I am systematically working my way through the repair and maintenance 

whilst using the boat.ò 

Readers will notice that the boat is painted out with the words óShrewsbury and 

Newport Canal Wharfingersô, rather than the traditional Fellows Morton Clayton 

livery, and óBoats leaving weekly for Wappenshall, Newport, Norburyô. ñIt took 

me ages to work out what I wanted, but in the end I just wanted to give our canal a 

presence and identity again, and it certainly has attracted attention. The chances 

are that if the S and N had remained open then FMC would have continued to 

trade down the canal and boats such as Tench would have been seen in 
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Shrewsbury. Still it is my hope that this will be the first boat through Wappenshall 

on its way to Salop!ò Chris added. 

Tench was the second last iron hulled boat built by Yarwoods, and retains her 

composite identity having a wooden bottom. Built at 70ft, the boat struggles up 

the Llangollen, which is where Chris has a mooring, near Whitchurch. 

Final word from Chrisé. ñthe boat attracts a lot of admiring glances and 

commenté.some folk puzzled by the word ówharfingersô and some comment that 

they never knew of the canal in Shrewsbury!  Shame on theméhowever I have 

run out of membership forms, so Iôm hoping that Tench will play its part in the 

restoration of the Shrewsbury.  Last weekend I was knocked up by a passing 

boatman on a Claytonôs gas boat, who informed me that he had crewed on Tench 

with his uncle before the war, carrying HP Sauce from Birmingham to 

Warrington....now thatôs something Mal Edwards didnôt tell me!ò  

Job Advert!  

I have advised Trustees that I intend to stand down as Secretary from next year.  

Consequently we would like to hear from anyone who has the time to take this on.  

Experience, although welcome, is not essential and I and other Trustees will give 

my successor full support. 

The role of the secretary is legally to act as company secretary and more generally 

support the chair by ensuring the smooth functioning of the board.   

Responsibilities can probably be summarised as ensuring compliance with the 

governing document, charity law, company law and any other relevant legislation 

or regulations; and ensuring that the objects as defined in the governing document 

are pursued and resources applied exclusively in pursuance of the objects.  

On a more day to day level duties include receiving agenda items from other 

trustees, preparing and circulating agendas and supporting papers in good time; 

making arrangements for meetings; minuting the meetings and circulating the 

draft minutes to all trustees (although we have at present an excellent minute 

secretary to relieve much of this burden!); circulate agendas and minutes of the 

annual general meeting and any special or extraordinary general meetings;  check 

that actions agreed are carried out; receiving, distributing and responding to 

correspondence as appropriate;  submitting returns and information to Companies 

House and the Charity Commission; etc etc.!! 

After all that, please note that this is a voluntary position and no remuneration is 

paid!  However legitimate expenses occurred may be reclaimed from the Trust.  

If you think you may be interested, with no commitment, please contact myself or 

the Chairman. 

Steve Bean 
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Members Rally -  Saturday 16 th  September  

A small rally is planned for S&N members on the afternoon and evening of 

Saturday 16
th
 September at the Junction Inn, Norbury Junction.  An evening roast 

meal will be available for £6-00 per person: the meal will start at 7pm. 

It is hoped that representatives will be on hand from British Waterways and the 

Waterways Recovery Group, to chat about their activities - and how together the 

expertise can be utilised to continue our restoration project. 

On the water, during the afternoon, will be an historic working boat for members 

to view, and - weather permitting - perhaps take a short trip. Regrettably no hire 

boats are available.  If you would like to arrive in your own narrowboat, please 

inform Tam Hazan [thazan@sncanal.org.uk]. 

During the evening plans for the future will be discussed - especially plans for 

winter working parties - and the proposed trip boat venture.  

For further details, please watch the website sncanal.org.uk and check under 

"Events".  If you would like to come along to the meal, please send a cheque 

[made out to the "Junction Inn"] to Tam Hazan, Severnside House, 75 Coton Hill, 

Shrewsbury, SY1 1DP to arrive no later than the previous weekend. 

 

Members Trip  to Anderton Boat Lift & Ellesmere Port Boat Museum  

Unfortunately this event has had to be cancelled as the number of bookings would 

have made it uneconomic.  Those who did book have been notified and their 

deposits returned.  It is hoped that it will be possible to arrange more trips in the 

future.  Do you have any suggestions?  Please let me know. 

Brian Nelson 

Shrewsbury Gas Works  & th e Shrewsbury Canal  

On January 7
th
 1820 the following advertisement appeared in Shrewsbury: 

óThe Mayor having received an application from several respectable 

inhabitants to convene a meeting for taking into consideration the expediency 

of lighting this town with gas, requests the friends and approvers of that 

measure to attend him at the Town Hall, on Thursday, January 13th 1820, at 

eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 

The chief motives which induce those who have the adoption of the gas lights 

in view are the following:- 

(1) That streets are much better lighted, and afford better security to the 
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inhabitants from nocturnal depredators and from the nuisances of disorderly 

persons; 

(2) Shops have a stronger and more brilliant light without the danger that 

more or less attends the use of candles and without the injury often arising 

from accidental dropping of oil; 

(3) Private persons have the opportunity of introducing gas lights into any 

and every part of their houses; at once meeting brilliancy with, perfect safety, 

cleanliness and elegance; 

(4) The almost universal adoption of gas lights proves that they meet the 

approbation of the public; and from a pecuniary point of view are satisfactory 

to the proprietors, who have in some instances, it is said made from 10 to 20 

per cent on their shares; 

LASTLY - From enquiries recently made, there is reason to believe that the 

shareholders here will receive a fair annual percentage on the money 

advanced, at least 6 per cent, probably considerably more.ô 

Things must have moved quickly for the Act of Parliament to permit the townôs 

gasworks received Royal Assent on July 8
th
 and the Shrewsbury Gas Light 

Company began its supplies on September 8
th
 of the following year. 

The site chosen for the gasworks was on the banks of the Shrewsbury Canal on a 

piece of land adjoining New Park Road, now occupied by the Fitness First 

carpark.  The canal had opened just 24 years earlier and the demand for gas in the 

town brought a significant increase in trade on the canal, not only the importing of 

coal from the east Shropshire mines but for the transport of other commodities 

away from the works. 

As demand increased so the gasworks expanded to occupy the whole of the site up 

to St Michaels Street where the Fitness First building now stands.  In 1903 the  

 

Almost all that 

remains of the once 

extensive gasworks 

is the office building 

on the corner of 

New Park Road. The 

canal route is to be 

found beyond the 

gasworkôs wall to 

the right of this 

photograph. 
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company acquired more land to the north, beyond the Maltings and Corn Mill but 

still beside the canal, for a new works.  This was known as the óTop Yardô.   Gas 

making transferred to the óTop Yardô but the old site remained in use, containing 

office, workshops and as a site for selling coke to householders.  Part of the office 

block remains on the corner of St Michaelôs Street and New Park Road. 

With the introduction of new plant in 1932 production of nearly 1.5million cubic 

feet of gas per day became possible.  At about the same time however, the last 

regular canal traffic to Shrewsbury came to an end.  This was the carrying away of 

the sulphuric acid from the gasworks to Oldbury in the West Midlands. 

By 1948-9 600 million cubic feet of gas were produced in the year that saw 

Nationalisation of the Gas Industry but with the introduction of natural gas the 

production of town gas ceased in the 1960s.  Little evidence remains of this 

industry that served the town well for a century and a half, but the route of the 

canal through the area remains and is a public footpath.      

 


