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Chris Keane and Linda Thomas being interviewed by Nick Southall of BBC 

Radio Shropshire during the Lubstree Work Party ï see page 7. 
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Severnside House, 75 Coton Hill, Shrewsbury, SY1 2DP 

Tel:  01743 352172 email:  thazan@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Secretary:  Steve Bean  

4 Arscott, Pontesbury, Shrewsbury, SY5 0XP 

Tel:   01743 860488 email: secretary@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Treasurer: Keith Lewis 

2 Nevil Road, Wellington, Telford, TF1 3DE 

Tel:   07966 185848 email:  treasurer@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Membership Secretary: Dee Nelson 

Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 

Tel:  01743 761447   email:  membership@sncanal.org.uk 

§ David Adams 

Beeston House, 2 Princess Gardens, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7ET 

Tel:  01952 810681 email:  dadams@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Eric Cox 

35 King Street, Broseley, Shropshire, TF12 5NA 

Tel:   01952 883568 email:  ecox@sncanal.org.uk 

§ David Crow 

Wappenshall Farm, Wellington, Telford, Shropshire, TF6 6DE 

Tel:   01952 222134  

§ Chris Keane 

5 Market Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5EA 

Tel:  01939 234714 email:  ckeane@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Brian Nelson 

Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 

Tel:  01743 761447 email:  bnelson@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Dennis Rogers 

Melden, 21 Newtown, Church Aston, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7HT 

Tel: 01952 813377 email:  drogers@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Linda Thomas 

116 Muxton Lane, Muxton, Shropshire, TF2 8PF 

Tel:  01952 676557  email:  lthomas@sncanal.org.uk 

§ John Yates 

8 Market St, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5EA 

Tel:  01939 234754  email:  jyates@sncanal.org.uk 
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On Other Pages:  

4 Lottery Grant 

5 Shrewsbury Northern Corridor Regeneration Study  

7 Lubstree Wharf Work Party ï 5 November 2006 

10 Complaints to Charity Commission 

10 Cleaning Up in Newport 

11 Grant-in-Aid Cuts to Navigation Authorities ï Campaign Now! 

14 Situations Vacant! 

16 The Humbers 

The views expressed by contributors to S&News do not necessarily represent the 

views or policies of The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust. 

Membership  

We are very pleased to welcome as individual and family members:  

Graham & Maureen Medlicott of Bishops Castle, Shropshire 

Derek & Freda Woodvine of Shrewsbury 

Sue & Natalie Blake of Telford 

Michael & Mary Law of Telford 

Peter & Lois Brown of Telford 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary  

Please also watch the website for additions and alterations (Events page). 

§ Friday 29 December & Saturday 30 December 2006.  

Wint er Working Party.  

The lull between the Christmas and New Year festivities.  The location is still to 

be confirmed, but the work will be mainly undergrowth clearance and new 

members are especially welcome to come along.  If you would like to join us 

please contact Linda Thomas (details inside front cover). 

§ Thursday 18
th
 January 2007 - 7.30p.m.  

Trusteesô meeting*.   

This is due to be held in Shrewsbury ï please contact the Secretary (details inside 

front cover) to confirm date and location if you would like to attend. 
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§ Saturday 3 February & Sunday 4 February 2007. 

Winter Working Party.  

Member volunteers will be augmented by a team of young officers from RAF 

Shawbury.  Massive clearance at Wappenshall Junction.  Continuing the work 

carried out during the winter of 2005/6.  Contact Tam Hazan (details inside front 

cover). 

§ Thursday 15
th
 March 2007 - 7.30p.m.  

Trusteesô meeting*.   

This is due to be held in Newport ï please contact the Secretary (details inside front 

cover) to confirm date and location if you would like to attend. 

§ Saturday 21 April 2007.   

Annual General Meeting. 

This is to be held at Lilleshall Memorial Hall.  In addition to the formal meeting, 

lunch will be available and there will be an interesting speaker. 

Further details to follow in the next S&News.   

§ Saturday 5 May & Sunday 6 May 2007. 

Norbury Festival. 

The Trust, in collaboration with local groups, plans to stage a two or three day 

event based around Norbury Junction ï in much the same style as previous years.  

If you would like to be involved in any way, please contact Eric Cox (details 

inside front cover). 

* Please note that members may be asked to withdraw for certain confidential items.  

Lottery Grant  

The Trust is delighted to have been awarded a £7000 

grant by the Awards for All Lottery Fund.   This grant 

will meet the major part of the cost of carrying out 

feasibility studies, more detailed than the general WS 

Atkins report, into the restoration to a navigable 

standard of two specific sections of the canal.   

These are the Newport section, including the crossing 

of the Newport by-pass, and the length from Lubstree 

Wharf to Wappenshall.  This latter study will also look at uses of the historic 

buildings at Wappenshall.   

It is hoped that the studies will be completed by the spring and are required before 

further funding can be sought to carry out the actual restoration of these sections. 
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Shrewsbury Northern Corridor Regeneration Study  

Work has continued on a major study of the northern sector of Shrewsbury that 

will lead to the production of detailed proposals for the improvement of the 

northern transport corridor from the town centre through to the new livestock 

market. The intention is to improve transport movement along this busy corridor 

and to improve and enhance the area by tackling untidy and derelict sites, 

improving the public realm and providing imaginative and sustainable long term 

solutions that lead to the regeneration of this important entry corridor into the 

county town. 

Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council appointed planning and transport 

consultants Arup to carry out the study and provide planning, transport, economic 

and engineering advice, in conjunction with a number of specialist sub-

consultants. 

In October the óShrewsbury Northern Corridor Regeneration Study - Issues and 

Options Reportô was issued to discuss the range of strategic and site specific 

options for the regeneration and development of the area. 

This set out four options: 

§ Option 1: Minimal Intervention; a minimum intervention option, whereby 

individual land owners develop their sites in isolation. 

§ Option 2: Focusing on Economic Development; focuses upon the 

corridorôs historical industrial legacy to maximise employment 

opportunities for the future, using this as the basis for driving regeneration 

for surrounding areas. 

§ Option 3: Environmental Infrastructure Enhancements; focuses on 

environmental enhancements, radically remodeling the corridorôs road 

infrastructure and integrating spatial land use elements. 

§ Option 4: Sustainable Residential Living; the focus of this residential-led 

scenario is on improving the quality and diversity of housing in the area. 

Of the canal in general the report says, ñThe former Shrewsbury and Newport 

canal alignment passes directly through the Northern Corridor study area, and has 

an important historical relationship with a number of key buildings therein, most 

notably the Flax Mill and the Butter Market.  The Shrewsbury and Newport 

Canals Trust is a vociferous advocate of its full restoration, and it is acknowledged 

that the canal could act as an important regeneration catalyst for the area, bringing 

wide ranging benefits including economic, environmental, heritage and 

conservation gains.  However, it is also recognised that there are significant 

barriers preventing its restoration, not least the high cost, lack of funding and 
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highly developed nature of much of the southern section of the alignment.  The 

question of how the canal should be facilitated will be of particular importance to 

this Framework, given the number of key development sites that would be directly 

affected, will be a key one for the next stage of the study.ò  

The plans and statements which accompany options 3 & 4 indicate a restored 

canal and recognise the importance of the canal in enabling regeneration. 

In option 3, ñThe Shrewsbury and Newport canal would also be restored, linking 

key development sites and providing economic, social and recreational benefits to 

the townò and ñhas an important historical relationship with a number of key 

developments therein.  Its full restoration as part of this environmental 

enhancements option could act as an important regeneration catalyst for the area.ò 

In option 4 ñthe Shrewsbury and Newport canal has the potential to be restored, 

allowing for several important issues to be resolved.  Consequently, this option 

would look to see the canal development óenabledô ï new developments would 

contribute to re-construction of canal on an incremental basis.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The plan of option 3 showing óCanal restoredô 
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Lubstree Wharf Wo rk Party ð 5 November 2006  

It may have been Guy Fawkes Day, but for the S&NCT volunteers it was another 

tiring but satisfying day. 

The work parties are an important but integral part of the S&NCT strategy to 

enable the restoration of the canal to occur.  Our task at present is to clear away all 

the debris and oppressive vegetation that masks the important facets of the 

S&NCT.  On this Sunday it was another ógoô at clearing the ivy from the old 

canal/railway interchange buildings that still remain at Lubstree, and at trimming 

up the neat brick wharf edges that are still present under a mass of earth and 

weeds for the full length of the remaining waterway. 

Twelve members arrived at 9.30 am, and it was encouraging to meet two ónewô 

recruits ï Tony & Jennie Perks from Shrewsbury.  During the day the assistant 

gamekeeper of the Lubstree estate popped by for a chat: Mark Taylor said that the 

owner of the land was very óon-sideô and then also offered his own services to 

help us!  Mark (with his brother Steve) runs a restoration building business, and 

Mark said that they could offer advice and guidance when we come to the 

reconstruction work ourselves. 

Another welcome visitor was Nick Southall from BBC Radio Shropshire.  Armed 

with a microphone and recorder, he spent about one hour chatting with workers: 

he was then ódirectedô to Wappenshall where he saw previous clearance work and 

the historic Duke of Sutherlandôs warehouse building and Telfordôs roving bridge.  

He was much taken by the project and hopes to return a few more times to create a 

series of canalside interviews about the various aspects of the canal, its history and 

the restoration project.   The finished 5-minute programme was broadcast on the 

morning of Monday 6 November.  If you missed it and would like to hear it go to 

our website (www.sncanal.org.uk, click the óNewsô button and included in the 

item on this work party is the radio broadcast). 

Muscles may ache at the end of these parties, but it is fun and the work is vital if 

the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals are to be regenerated.  If you can help in any 

way, please get in touch with Tam Hazan (details inside front cover).   

Details will be posted on our website on a regular basis (go to 

www.sncanal.org.uk and click óEventsô) and sent out to known volunteers by email.  

Tam Hazan 

Over the page are photographs of the day; and for more on the history of the area 

see the back cover. 
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