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The views expressed by contributors to S&News do not necessarily represent the 

views or policies of The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust. 

Membership  

We are very pleased to welcome as individual and family members:  

Elizabeth, Roger & Susan Joules, Shropshire 

John & Nicola Roscoe, Shropshire 

John & Betty Hilton, Shropshire 

Piers & Annabelle Hallihan & Family, Mid Glamorgan 

Nick Allmark, Perthshire 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary  

Please also watch the website for additions and alterations (Events page). 

§ Thursday 15
th
 March 2007 - 7.30p.m - Trusteesô meeting - Newport*.   

§ Saturday 21 April 2007 - Annual General Meeting & Membersô Meeting. 

See page 4 for details.   

§ Saturday 5 May & Sunday 6 May 2007 - May Day Canal Festival. 

At Norbury Junction. See back cover.  Contact is Eric Cox (details inside front 

cover).  

§ Thursday 17
th
 May 2007 - 7.30p.m - Trusteesô meeting - Shrewsbury*.   

*   Please contact the Secretary (details inside front cover) to confirm date and 

location if you would like to attend.  Also note that members may be asked to 

withdraw for certain confidential items 
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Annual General Meeting and Membersõ Day. 

Members should have received with this addition of S&News the formal notice of 

the AGM, together with accounts etc., to be held on Saturday 21
st
 April 2007. 

Please contact the Secretary should this be missing. 

However, this is only part of the dayôs activities and we hope members will come 

along and enjoy some, or all, of whatôs on offer. 

The day will begin with a short walk guided by David Adams to Lilleshall Hill 

from where tremendous views of the surrounding area can be obtained.  This will 

leave Lilleshall Memorial Hall at 9.30a.m. 

For those not wishing to be so energetic so early, the hall will open at 10.30a.m., 

with the formal Annual General Meeting commencing at 11.00a.m. and being 

followed by an informal session where members may raise issues with Trustees or 

use the opportunity for a general discussion. 

After lunch (please book using form in AGM notice booklet) there will be an 

illustrated talk by John Yates, Historic Buildings Inspector with English Heritage 

and Chair of the Institute of Historic Building Conservation, entitled óWalking the 

Conservation Tightropeô. 

The final event of the day will be a longer guided walk, again led by David 

Adams, which will take in the old industrial workings of the area and the 

Donnington Wood Canal (for more on the Donnington Wood Canal see page 8). 

 

Membersõ Trip to Anderton Boat Lift & Ellesmere Port Boat Museum 

Members may recall that a trip was planned last September to take in both the 

Anderton Boat Lift and the Ellesmere Port Boat Museum (see issues 21 & 22 of 

S&News for further details). Unfortunately this had to be cancelled as the 

numbers did not cover the coach costs. Following the cancellation, some members 

expressed their disappointment and suggested that we do the trip in membersô 

cars, or possibly a minibus, instead.  Hence we are resurrecting the excursion and 

have tentatively earmarked Saturday 16
th
 June. 

The cost, excluding transport, is about £12 to cover both a trip on the Anderton 

Lift and entrance to the Ellesmere Boat Museum.  A trip by boat on the River 

Weaver would add a further £3.50. 

If you would like to go please let Brian Nelson know as soon as possible (details 

inside front cover), indicating how many would be in your party and whether you 

would prefer minibus or cars.  Also, whether you would be able to provide your 

own transport if required. 
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Membersõ Trip to the Dudley and Netherton Canal Tunnels 

This coming September we are planning to take a membersô trip to Dudley to 

experience two of the famous canal tunnels of the Black Country. For this we will 

join the folk from the Dudley Canals Trust who have a trip boat which will take us 

on a circular tour of the canals of the area including both the Dudley Tunnel and 

the Netherton Tunnel. 

The Dudley Tunnel was 

seven years in the 

creation and opened in 

June 1792 after a 

catalogue of difficulties, 

physical and commercial. 

It is 3154 yards in length 

9 feet wide and between 

6 to 9 feet above the 

water level and is 

arguably the second 

longest canal tunnel in 

the UK (after 

Standedge). In its 

heyday leggers were 

paid just 3s 6d to leg the boats what was for them a 3 hour journey from start to 

finish, though it will be about half that time for us in an electric boat. The tunnel 

proved a great success with upwards of 40,000 boat passages per year. Once 

inside the tunnel, the canal divides to create a network of underground channels, 

linking a series of vast natural and man-made caverns and basins, created as part 

of the quarrying operations of past times. 

The Dudley and its neighbouring Stourbridge canal played a key part in bringing 

the Industrial Revolution into what was then rather remote country in south 

Staffordshire and north Worcestershire which was distant from any navigable 

rivers. Cheap bulk transport allowed the mineral resources of the area, above all 

coal, to be exploited to the full. Ironworks, brickworks, glassworks and many 

other industries proliferated amongst coalmines, claypits and limestone quarries; 

creating the 'Black Country'. 

The traffic was so great that the old Dudley Tunnel became a bottleneck and was 

supplemented by a new line of canal and in 1855-1858 a new double width tunnel 

was driven through the Rowley Hills at Netherton and this was the last canal 

tunnel to be built in Britain until the Dudley Canal tunnel was extended into the 

Singing Cavern in 1984. This impressive feat resulted in a tunnel 3,027 yards 

(2,766m) long with towpaths on either side plus lighting so that it could operate 
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24 hrs per day. This was initially gas but was replaced with electricity when a 

water-powered generator was installed. 

Following WW2 the Dudley Canal was privatised. By this time it saw very little 

traffic and Dudley Tunnel was virtually unused because of the much better 

Netherton Tunnel. Thus the government hoped to quietly close Dudley Tunnel 

without anybody noticing! But some people did notice and a huge protest cruise 

was organised through Dudley Tunnel to increase public awareness and, much to 

the government's annoyance, the cruise was a great success. In 1962 the IWA tried 

to bring attention to the plight of the Dudley tunnel and, challenging massive 

opposition from the government body which ran the canals (the BTC), organised a 

major rally there despite the BTC dismantling Parkhead Locks on the south side 

of the tunnel, burning the gates and destroying paddle gear. On top of this, BTC 

blocked the entrances to both tunnel portals but a local youth, Vic Clarke, 

removed the blockages and soon afterwards he formed the Dudley Tunnel 

Preservation Society which eventually became the Dudley Canal Trust and this 

grew from strength to strength over the years. This was despite a tunnel collapse 

in 1982 which required years of fund raising and hard work to bring it back into 

full use once more. 

By comparison, the Netherton Tunnel has never suffered closure and was given a 

new lease of life with a major repair programme in the early 1980s. 

Our trip is planned for mid-September, probably on the week-end of 15/16 Sept. 

The boat trip is around 

six hours and takes in 

both of the canal tunnels, 

Bumble Hole 

Conservation Area and 

Factory Locks. A packed 

lunch is provided. The 

cost will be around £20, 

including transport from 

Shropshire (with pickups 

in Shrewsbury and 

Newport), boat costs and 

packed lunch.  

As the minimum party 

size is 30 we would be grateful if members could let us know as soon as possible 

if they are interested, ideally by mid-March, so that a firm booking can be made. 

Please pass on details of the size of your group (email is particularly helpful) to 

Brian Nelson whose details you will find inside the front cover. Further details 

will be provided in the next S&News. 
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Shrewsburyõs 2020 Vision 

On 4
th
 December Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council (SABC) adopted a 

policy paper óDelivering Priorities By 2020ô. The reportôs objectives are to 

identify long range objectives for SABC to deliver by 2020. 

The overall vision for the Borough was established through the Shrewsbury and 

Atcham Partnership, who in their document óToday Tomorrow Together 

Community Strategy 2005 ï 2012ô, had as a theme that Shrewsbury and Atcham 

should strive to become a Borough of Environmental Excellence. SABC 

translated the Community Strategy into its own organisational vision that  

"Shrewsbury and Atcham will be a prosperous area and a leading county town in 

the West Midlands where people value and enjoy an improving quality of life". 

The document sets out under seven headings, priorities of what SABC will  deliver 

by 2020; and within each priority a number of óStrategic Objectivesô and 

óOutcomesô are identified.  The priorities are: 

o Prosperous Area 

o Affordable Housing 

o Crime and Disorder 

o Quality of Life 

o High and Improving Quality Environment 

o Opportunities for Sport, Culture and Recreation 

o Quality of the street scene including litter 

Within the óProsperous Areaô priority are strategic objectives ñTo promote 

Shrewsbury as a key visitor destination and a major tourist attraction, and to 

promote appropriate sustainable tourism development and countryside recreation 

within the rural areas of the Boroughò and ñContinue to protect and enhance the 

unique historic assets and built environment of the townò.  The Trust has long 

made the case that the canal has a significant role to play in the town and it is 

good to see that amongst the outcomes are ñTo support the restoration of the 

Shrewsbury-Newport Canalò and ñDeliver the Northern Corridor regeneration 

scheme including the redevelopment of the Flax Mill and redundant brown field 

sites.ò  The canal runs through the Northern Corridor and could play a central role.    

Again within the óOpportunities for Sport, Culture and Recreationô priority 

outcomes include ñTo support the restoration of the Shrewsbury-Newport 

Canalò and ñTo enhance the use and enjoyment of the River Severnò.  Again the 

canal can play a crucial role within the later by enabling a large number and 

variety of boats to gain access and bring ólifeô to the river, far beyond the limited 

number that can be based in Shrewsbury.  

The document that was published in 1999 by the Shropshire Union Canal Society 

that led to the formation of the Trust was entitled óA 2020 Visionô! Itôs good to see 

that SABC have the same timescale for the same vision.  Now is the time to 

influence the other councils and bodies that can help bring this vision about ï 

please speak to your MP, councillor etc. to keep the project in their minds. 
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tub-boats about 20ft (6.1m) long by 6ft 4in (1.9m) wide, drawing 1ft 6ins (0.5m) 

and carrying about 3 tons. 

Later a branch canal was built from Hugh's Bridge to limestone quarries by 

Lilleshall village, and from this branch again at Willmore Bridge another (itself 

with two small branches) ran through seven small descending locks with a total 

fall of 35ft (10.7m) to Lilleshall limeworks, a coal wharf, and a stone pit at 

Pitchcroft. Around the same time, but nearer to Donnington Wood, a further arm, 

named the Lodge Branch, was also built. 

The branch from Hugh's Bridge was 42ft 8in. (13m) below the main line, which 

ran along a ridge of high land. This was too steep to be overcome by a flight of 

locks and instead a tunnel was constructed at the end of the branch which ran 

underneath two vertical shafts. Goods in crates were then lifted by cranes at the 

top of the shafts from the boat below to another above, and others lowered. Coal 

from the main line was heavier than the limestone from the branch line, and they 

were exchanged in crates via a pulley system. The coal was used in the limekilns 

making agricultural lime.  

By 1797 an inclined plane 123yards (112.5m) long was substituted and provided a 

direct physical connection. At the time a description said that óboxes of lime-stone 

descend and draw up empty boxes by means of ropes passing over a large drum, 

to which a brake-wheel is adapted to regulate the motionô. This implies that boats 

were not themselves carried on the plane, but that boxes were hauled up and down 

on trucks. However later evidence suggests that the plane did carry boats, so there 

may have been a later conversion. 

In 1786 Earl Gower had been created Marquess of Stafford and in 1833 his son, 

the second Marquess, became Duke of Sutherland. The Donnington Wood was 

therefore often referred to later as the Marquess of Stafford's or the Duke of 

Sutherland's Canal.  

By 1800, the mining industry of the area was at its fullest extent but the 

Partnership was at an end. Both Gilberts had died and Earl Gower was 79. His 

son, Lord Granville Leveson-Gower, acquired all the shares in the Partnership and 

in 1802 formed with others the Lilleshall Company. 

The company took over the furnaces at Donnington Wood as well as the colliery 

with its underground levels, and the canal was leased to it.  

The canal remained open for a number of years. The limeworks branch and the 

inclined plane at Hugh's Bridge were last used in 1873, after which little traffic 

was carried east of Muxton Bridge. After the early 1880's the only active section 

was the 1¼miles (2km) nearest to the Shrewsbury Canal, of which some use was 

made until the early 1900's. 
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Newport Work Parties  

Between Christmas and the New Year, and over several weekends since, members 

of the Trust have been assisting óNewport in Bloomô clean up the canal and clear 

vegetation surrounding it on the watered length through Newport.  Below are 

some before, during and after photographs!  

If you think you might like to get involved with future work parties please contact 

Tam Hazan (details inside front cover) and he will be pleased to put you on his 

mailing list to be informed of future projects.  Sometimes opportunities arise at 

short notice and cannot be advertised in S&News. It is hoped that some work will 

be carried out in the near future in Staffordshire and Shrewsbury. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work at Fishers Lock on 

uncovering the original 

stone wing wall... 
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... whilst at Ticket House lock, ñwell there is a lock in there somewhere Iôm sureò 

 

... and yes it emerges... 

 

until... [see front cover for the final result] ... 
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... and at the Town Lock a rideable bicycle is recovered... 

 

 

...and if proof is 

needed...! 

 

 

 

The Canal at Sundorne  

If you read your magazines backwards, you may already have seen the 

photographs overleaf and thought that full scale restoration had begun. 

Unfortunately, although these are of the Shrewsbury Canal, this is not the case.   

They show the before and after situation when sections of the canal were 

excavated at Sundorne in Shrewsbury to form wildlife ponds.  They were taken 

about 1995 and have been provided by Trust member John Edwards. 

Fortunately nature didnôt take long to soften the scar of the new excavation, and 

today this section forms part of the pleasant walkway and cycleway that runs 

along the canal line from Ditherington to Uffington.  Being a good hard surface 

and fairly level it can also be enjoyed by those in wheelchairs.   

The walk starts on Ditherington Road opposite the Coaches public house, but on-

street parking is available at Lesley Owen Way (off Sundorne Road) further along 

the path, where there is access to the path down a short steep gradient. 

For those feeling energetic the walk continues along the old towpath past Pimley 

Manor and under the A49 to Uffington. To continue to Haughmond Hill, cross the 

road, take the track opposite, go over a stile on the right and as the Hill is neared 

the right of two paths leads to the summit and superb views, including the course 

of the canal. 
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