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Members at Ellesmere Port Boat Museum on the Trustôs Visit in June  

(see page 12 for a report) 
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The views expressed by contributors to S&News do not necessarily represent the 

views or policies of The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust. 

Electronic S&News  

If you would prefer to receive S&News as an Adobe Acrobat attachment to an 

email, please email ónews@sncanal.org.ukô with the subject as óEmail S&Newsô.  

This version will be in colour and received up to two weeks earlier than the 

printed version. 

 

Dates for Your Diary  

Please also watch the website for updates and further details (Events page). 

 Saturday & Sunday 8/9 Sept 2007 ï Ellesmere Boat Rally.  The Trust will 

have a stand at this event.  If you can help erect/man/dismantle the stand 

please contact Tam Hazan (details inside front cover) 

 Saturday 15 Sept 2007 ï Trip to Dudley & Netherton Tunnels ï see page 11 

 Thursday 20
th
 Sept 2007 - 7.30p.m - Trusteesô meeting ï Shrewsbury *    

 Thursday 15
th
 Nov 2007 ï 8.00p.m - Trusteesô meeting ï Newport *    

*   Please contact the Secretary to confirm date and location if you would like to attend.  

Also note that members may be asked to withdraw for certain confidential items 
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From the chair....  

I am pretty certain that Iôm not alone in spending much of my time on the 

phoneémostly I have to say on canal business.  It has taken three or four years 

but I feel the Trust is now running in a fairly healthy and  autonomous way, we 

have a committee structure that is relevant to what we are looking to achieve, and 

we have a decision making process that is both lean and mean!  

From the outset we have known that we cannot progress in isolation and we 

continue endeavouring to establish working and strategic partnerships; 

importantly the seeds that have been sown are now starting show signs of life, and 

this is epitomised by a recent Cabinet meeting of Shrewsbury and Atcham 

Borough Council. We have always found the Chief Executive of the Borough, 

Robin Hooper, to be receptive to the plans to re-instate the canal, and it is 

refreshing to be able to sit around a table with Council Officers knowing that they 

are listening, and most importantly are interested in the opportunities a restored 

canal can achieve. 

An amendment, put forward by the Chief Executive, was adopted by the Cabinet 

Members as part of their core policy last month. It reads as follows óThat the 

Cabinet reaffirms its commitment to continue working with the Shrewsbury and 

Newport Canals Trust and will endeavour, with current resources, to provide 

appropriate technical support and other resources to secure the protection of the 

alignment and restoration of the former canal where this is feasible.ô 

In essence, they want to work in partnership the Trust. Not a legally binding 

straight jacket partnershipémore of an understanding and statement of 

willingness to help make this happenéto facilitate something that will bring 

untold economic benefit to the area. To my mind this is the beginning of a real 

working partnershipésomething that we now need to role out with all interested 

parties. 

In the last few months I have met with a number of developers who have 

expressed interest in working with the Trust, both at Wappenshall and in 

Shrewsbury, and it is apparent that we would not have had this interest without 

working with the public sector. It can be frustrating at timesé..but we are getting 

there.  

Chris Chambers 
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Wappenshall Planning Application by Trust  

In June the Trust submitted a planning application to Telford & Wrekin Borough 

Council in respect of the two warehouses at Wappenshall Junction.   

This complex of buildings in the north of Telford is as important a link with the 

economic and social development of the Telford area as those in the south at 

Ironbridge. The application seeks to preserve the form of the buildings and bring 

the adjacent section of the canal back into water, whilst introducing uses that 

enhance the site and provide for interpretation, education, tourism and leisure 

activities. 

The two buildings in the application are both listed as Grade II. The Sutherland 

Estate built the buildings in the 1830s to serve the Trench Arm (tub boat) canal 

and new basins at the end of the Newport Branch of the Birmingham and 

Liverpool Junction (narrowboat) canal, where it joined the Shrewsbury Canal. 

The Covered Canal Dock Warehouse is a fine three-storey warehouse, now 

extremely rare as it has a through canal dock which is still in water. The upper 

floor, over the through canal is covered on arcades. Round-headed windows to the 

side on the upper floors have ganged brick arches with fixed iron glazing bars. 

Some windows are blocked on the first floor. The gable ended slate roof has 

stepped brick eaves and the ridgeline was extended out to cover a hoist in the 

northeast gable above the two-storey central hatch opening with segmental arch. 

There is a cambered arch opening over the canal. A similar arch carries the 

towpath bridge at the southwest end. The internal dock has cambered arch side 

openings to the northwest. Internally the floors are cut by trap doors, allowing to 

be hoisted directly from the boats below. 

The plans foresee the canal being fully restored through the building at water 

level, whilst above the middle floor would provide for a reception area, a shop 

area and a small café with associated facilities.  The upper floor would be given 

over to an exhibition and interpretation area.   

The Original Canal Warehouse is the smaller of the two buildings and was the 

first of the two to be constructed. It is built of red brick in 2-storeys with a low-

pitch slate roof and has identical elevations to the south-west and north-east with 

the centre bay in each case being deeply recessed between the narrow flanking 

bays, allowing for a shallow wharf on the canal side. It has segmented arched 

windows to flanking bays with pointed brick cills. The southeast recess retains its 

cast iron, 10cwt jib hoist. 

This building would see on the ground floor offices and facilities for the Trust and 

volunteers with the upper floor given over to a training and education area.   

The Trustôs application is likely to be considered in late August or September. 
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The plans for the Covered Dock Warehouse 
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The plans for the Original Canal Warehouse 

 

 


