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————— o o o g,

Dates for Your Diary

Please also watch the website tipdates and further detailsvé@htspage).

¢ Thursday, 15" January 20091 7.30p.m-Tr ust e e § Bhremsb@ayt i n g
¢ Thursday 19" March 20007 745p.m-Tr ust ee § Bewpoe*e t i ng
s Saturday 217" March 20097 Annual General Meetindrodington Village Hall

¢ Saturday 2" & Sunday 3 May 20091 Norbury Boat Rally

* Please contact the Secretary to confirm date and location if you would like to
Also note that members may be asked to withdraw for certain confidential items

————— s s s e,

— —_— s _ i o, gt _ .t s, gt .

Have | missed an Issue?

Observant membenmsill have notced from the number 3/2008 on the front cover
and the fact that it is nobecemberthatyou have beeshortchangedn an issue
of S&Newsthis year. The excuse that whilst waitingand waitingto bringthe
exciting newsof the completion of thepurchaseof Wappenshall by Telford&
Wrekin Council, and the agreement on the lease to the, Tirmsthas pasand an
issue has been missed’he worst thing of alls to have to report #tthis news
can still not bebrought Whilst it will happen, as usual there are little legal
hitchesalong the way.
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I hope this largethan usuatopywill help make up for the missg issue If you
have anythingelated to theanalso submitfor publication, photogecollections,
family historyetc. or simply anwiews on what you would like to see or on the
work of the Trust please send themstnews@sncanal.org.ulkr to me, Steve
Bean(detailsinside front cover).

B e e

T i

Membership

We are very pleased to welcome as members:
Gordon Woodruff of Shrewsbury
Jill & David Fenney of Shrewsbury
Jim & Sylvia Leach of Slawsbury
Carole Bowdler & Family of Shrewsbury
John & Hazel Elliott of Shrewsbury
Stephen David & Aaron Clarke of Telford
Shaping Places of Malpas, Cheshire
Dr Peter Ackroyd & Family of Wolverhampton
David & Teresa Browne of Newport
Bob Holmes & Familyof Stafford
Jan Clay & Dave Butler of Telford
Ron & Sarah Ashley of Rugeley, Staffs
Peter Dunhill of Shrewsbury
Jonathon & Tracey Pearson, of Telford
Jenny Billington of Shrewsbury
Judy Gosling & Jim Pickford of Whitchurch
Geraldine & Michael Prestt of Walsall
Graham Theodore & Sarah O'Connor of Whitchurch
Michael & Susan Campbell of Whitchurch
Trisha & Jim Davies of Whitchurch
David Jones of Bromyard, Herefordshire
John & Caroline Hamps & Family of Telford
Toby Watkins of Timberland, Lincoshire
Paul Coley & Unmani Nock of Doncaster
Steven & Madeleine Jones of Newport

For the first time the Tr ustpAohsgethaeknb e
you goes to alinembersthose thajoined8 yearsagoas well as those who have
more reently joined.
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From the Chair....

As we draw to the end of ather year, a year of significant progress and growth
for the Trust, it would be easy to reflect on the down turn in the economy ant
di scuss the gener al mal ai se that see
moment. Whilst we are just about time recession thaive have talked ourselves
into, we are not yet in depressionl have no idea what a depression might feel
like or how it would impact on me or my family. Unless you were born just after
the Great War, it is unlikely that you will have exipaced the wretchedness that

a depression can bring.

People are still buying new cars, going on foreign holidays and getting excite
about the latest games and consoles that appear every week; but people are
buying or selling houses and they are nogibg boats. Talk to any boatyard and
they will tell you about the correlation between the down turn in house sales an
people ordering new boats. For ev@ynrominin the window of the High Street
estat e agent ,unsblddndinwantedloatiny dreamstarked up in

the marina. Yet, this year, the canals in Shropshire seem to have been as busy
ever é. and | ater in the year too. St
being on the cut can provide.

In the fifties my family had a rigid wdine of packing the bags, pets and all, twice
a year, and temporarily moving en bloc to Colwyn Bay. It was my second home
We always went on the train, changing at Chester, and then climbing aboard tl
LMS plumb and custard carriages, sometimes pullec Baby Scott or more
usually a Black Five. As the train left the affluence of Chester and neared th
North Wales coast, somewhere near the Point of Air, you became more and mo
aware of thedereliction anddecay that scarred the open spaces toward the
seaé.then as you approached Tal acr e,
pick out abandoned fair grounds and open air swimming pools and then th
caravan parks, rows and rows of metal boxes.

As a child | was fascinated by this alien landscape, a differerid to my middle
class Shrewsbury. A little while later, | remember somebody telling me that al
these publiovorks and the infrastructure needed to get people around, had bee
built by the many unemployed folk in the depression, taken on by goverramen

put to wor k. I al so remember wonder.
in the factories and refineries or jumping around in the parks and swimming pool:
where were they? Of cour se, the ans

guenched foranother thirty years till | studied Industrial Archaeology at Uni;
those images never left me.

I n t he 198006s | was fortunate enou
Ironbridge, principally at Blists Hill, and it coincided with the establishment of the
Manpower Services Commission. This august organisation was set up to re sk
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and put back to work those that had been unfortunate enough to find themselv
out of work or displaced by the vagaries of the unstable economic climate. At an
one time we hadotvards a hundred individuals on different schemes fulfilling a
variety of tasks. |l 6m certain that
resources, Blists Hill would not exist today. That is not an exaggeration.

The point is this; government foundsélf with record unemployment rates and
had to find a way to react to the changing economic and skill base. In the san
way that government set about a similar problem in the €,92hemes and
projects were needed to reskill and provide a real altemtdithe dole that many
faced because of the collapse of the engineering and manufacturing base in t
UK. The Ironbridge Gorge Museum was better placed than most to provide re:
work and opportunities, and unlike many of the schemes in the earlier plet of
century, the projects had a real purpose and those involved actually got somethi
out of it rather than being press ganged labour. Ironbridge was not alone in takir
advantage of these schemes and the work and resources that went into this M
initiative has been of a long term benefit.

| started out this piece by talking abodepressions and recessiphsam certain

that in the new year Government will start to talk about initiatives that may helf
address locally the impact that this global ecomoraialignment. | think that we
will see investment in infrastructure and re equipping communities with resource
to help themselves. This could involve government, again, setting up an Agenc
to oversee this investment. As before, those organisationsanohunities that
can demonstrate a real need and ability to deliver schemes and works that w
benefit both the environment and society will be at the forefront in this
investment.; just like the Ironbridge Gorge was over twenty years ago.

Those of you ling and working locally will have seen the publicity given to our
aspirations for the Castlefields and Flax Mill part of Shrewsbury. This scheme i
particular demonstrates what can be achieved through partnership working. Bo
the private and public secto are showing a willingness to work with us on
achieving our aspirations to get the can back into Shrewsbury. This scenario c:
be replicated on several other sites on the canal; projects at Wappenshall a
Newport are progressing well, and there are rotmportunities for us to work
within the communities along the canal. What we are achieving is a series
development partnerships, and as it happens, the canal is playing an integral p
in the schemes.

Several times recently it has been put to mé thawe havenot got
chance of restoring the canal in the present economic climate. | wonder? Migl
we be in the right place..at the right time?

I am particularly pleased that at long last we look like having a strong suppor
group born out othe membership. You may recall that over the last few years |
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have been more than a little outspoken about the need to get the membership m
involved, a membership that now exceeds 800 incidentally, and it looks like we
will have something in place vespon. Skills are not as important as enthusiasm,
and we already know that we have lots of volunteers really straining to get stuc
into Wappenshall! Hopefully elsewhere in the Newsletter you will be able to
check out contacts for the new group and how gan get involved [Ed. Not
quite ready to publish yé&twatchthe next edition]

It remains for me to wish you all a very peaceful and relaxing Christmas and hog
that you have a prosperous new year. We really do value your continued suppc
and enthusiasm and shared believe in our goal to get navigation back inathe

of Shropshire.

Chris Chambers

e Annual General Meeting

The AGM is to be held &Rodington Village Hallon Saturday21™ March 2009
As well as the formal business of the day there, adllin previous yearbe other
activities for membersLunch will bealso beavailable for £50, to includetea,
coffee, biscuits, etc in the morning and afternoon sesdimtherdetails will be
sent to members in the new year, including how to book lunch.

¢ Norbury Boat Rally 2009

Next year the organisation of the annual Boat Rallyoisg a littledifferentfrom
previous years. The Trust will continue to organise the boat aallyrun a trip
boat, but other activities in connection with it will be organised by the Junction
Inn andNorbury Wharf Ltd.

e S&News Map

A memberhas suggested that a map of the canal be published in each issue
S&News so that thoseot totally familiar with the canal can identify exactly
where is being spoken about in articles.

Iém orry but | have lost the details of wisaggeste this but thankyou. A map
is being worked on that will, hopefullype clear and identify most places$.hope
it will be ready for the next edition.

Steve Bean
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London- on- Tern Warehouse

These photographs wee taken
during the course of demolitio
of Longdonon-Tern warehouse.
Can anyone put a date to th
event?

Do you haveany old photo of

the Shrewsbury & Newportgg
Canals? If so we would bers
delighted to receive copies Qv
borrow them for copying.
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Uffington Mine

Trust member Peter Brown has collated some interesting information about
mine closely connected with the Shrewsbury Canal.

e From: Shropshire Conservativ&} April 1841, page 2, col:1

Valuable Coal Mines
Situate near Uffington, within three Miles of Shrewsbury, in the County

Salop
TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION
BY MR WHITE
At the Corbet Arms, in the Village of Uffington, on Monday, the 26th day
April , 1841, at t hree ob6cl ock 1in

will then be produced.

The leasehold Interest of Mr JOHN CARTER, a Bankrupt, in all tMises,

Beds, Veins, and Seams of Coal, and Brick Earth and Sand, lying in and
the respective Farms of Mr John Allen, and Mr Thomas Minton, situate i
Parishes of Uffington and Upton Magna, in the County of Salop, for
unexpired term of seveyears, from the 25th Day of March last past, subj
to the Royalties which are very low, and other usual Mining Restrictions.

Also a Steam Engine of Zbrse power, and one oftbrse power,
each now in full work on the said Premises, with the PipespBuand flat
Winding Chains, and of 150 yards long, nearly new, a Weighing Machi
Brick Kiln Oven, a Brick and Tile Stove, five Brick and Tile Cottages
Wor kmen, Of fice adjoining the sa
and other Erections, ta compensation for which the Lessee will be entit
on the expiration of his Lease, or on the refusal of the Lessor to pay sa
will be entitled to remove same within twelve months.

LOT 1 1. The Bankruptds unexyf
wit h a commodi ous Bason, on the S
factory, with Offices and Weighing Machine attached. And all that-w
accustomed Public House, known by the Sign of the Golden Ball, adjo
the Wharf, and fronting the road leadimgo Shrewsbury, with the Meado
land in the Rear, containing in the whole 3 Acres, or thereabouts, 4
annual Rent of £18.

The Lessors are entitled to the Option of taking to the Erectiong
Valuation on the Expiration of the Lease in the Year.

Further Particulars may be obtained on Application to the Auctior|
or at the Offices of Messrs Kough and Saxton, Solicitors, Shrewsbury.
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e From: Roderick Impey Murchisorfhe Silurian SystenPart 1, 1839, pages
92i 94: Shropshire Archives, qC15

Shaft section of coal pits at Uffington [some bands aggregated]:

Yards Feet Inches

Drift clay 14 T |
Marls, pound stone etc 20 1 7
Coal T T 6
Marls, pound stone etc 19 T |
Blue clods and roof of coal wit 7 T |
plants

Coal 1 T |
Poundstone 2 1 |

Beneath this lies a whitish sandstone rock with blue strips and other measur
overlyingthe only good bed of good coal, which is worked at a depth of 35 yard:
below the limestondDoes this mean 49+35=84 yards below ground level?]

In the works at Uffington an effort was lately made to find the lowest of the two
coal, which in so many part$ this district occur below the limestone; but like the
upper coal it proved to have thinned out and disappeared, for at a few yarc
beneath the coal, the trial shaft reached the purple schistose greywacl
(Cambrian) inclined in a nearly vertical position notwithstanding such palpable
evidence the speculator continuedsinkfor fifty additional yards in these ancient
beds.

e From: Barrie Trinder, Industrial Archaeology of Shropshire, 1996, page 79

In the 1840s coal from the mines at Uffington (SJ58&31th what Murchison
called o6the 1little patch of coal m
Haughmond Hill and the Severnbo, was
the Golden Ball basin (SJ499138) near the Ditherington Flax Mill, which is now &
houwsing estate.

[This map reference for the mine would put it to the east of the canal and south
the Uffingtori Atcham road. This is in the parish of Upton Magna, the canal here
being the boundary (although the boundary could have been different in 1840
The 1: 25,000 map shows O6Brickyard Cc
are in Uffington parish.]

Peter Brown
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Pimley Aqueduct

Further to the cover picture, thpsi ct ur e was painted by
Howard Jones, at the agerohe

Locks on the Shrewsbury Canal

Continuing the debate on the existence or otherwise of intermediatargties
last few editions of S&News, member Tony Clayton has written:

I received S&News today, and was interested to read the short amiclbe
question of interradiate gates.

Firstly, may | say that there is indeed evidence of possible intermediate gates
some of the locks, which | observed while working on tldeming the 1978

This information is in the Chapter that | wrote in 'Thomas Telford, Engineer'
published as the proceedings of a seminar held at Ironbridge in April 1979.

Lock 4 (Hadley Park) and Lock 6 (Shuck's) show traces of grooves ilodke
walls below the original waterline; my recollection is of timber in one of them.
That at Lock 6 was on ¢hoffside wall as far as | rememb@&etting a close look

is very difficult in their present overgrown state.
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Lock 10 (Eyton Village Lock) and Lock 11 (Eyton Lower Lock) both keadical
columns of bricks as if a vertical groove had been infilled.

In all four cases these grooves lie just over 20 ft from thegtdp sill, which is
exactly where one would expect such intermediate gates.

Sadly, | was unable to get as far as excavating the entire lock chambers, as wa
still flowed through 4 and 6 at thatre, 10 was turned into a weir and 11 is
particularly inaccessible. | dbave detailed measurements of several of the
chambers, and a host ofphotographs which can be seen at
http://lwww.tonycanalpics.co.uk/shrewcan.

My suspicion is that there was a desigroblem in having an intermediate
guillotine as the gate would have be raised to a considerable heightdive
clearance for tulboats ascending the lock from below that g@itee bottom gates
did not have to be raised anything like as far.

———— e — s o o i,

The Newport Branch, Branch Canal

When originally mooted, the Birmingham & Liverpool Junction Cafraw
known as the Shropshire Unidfiain Line) was intended to have a branch from
near Cowley to join the Donnington Wood Canal at Pave Ldins would have
been 73miles long but the iga was abandoned. The branch would have linked
the East Shropshire ttiimat canals to the main canal network.

This objective was revivetvhen the canal company obtained a further Act of
Parliamentin 1827t o 6 al t er thiekecéi haibn abdant oh
The Newport Branch, from Norbury to Wappenshall, connected with thiedaio
canals via the Shrewsbury Canal, rather than the Donnington Wood, whic
allowed the former to be widened and narrowboats to reach Shrewsbury. Tt
original proposal would undoubtedly have left all the-lhalat canals as just that.

In addition, asJoseph Priesley recorded in His8 31 6 Hi st or i c al
Navigabl e Rivers, Canal s, and Rail wa

fiFrom this [Newport] branch there is a collateral cut to a place called The
Buttery, in the parish of Edgmond, which is nearly half a mile in length, the
estimate for which i€2,42118s.10d. and for the Newport Branci£72,62913s. 2d.

The company had it in contempiah to make a second collateral cut, from the
Newport Branch, td.ime Kiln Bridge, but it was abandoned. The length was two
miles and three quarters, and the estimate for making it amounted to the sum
£17,65214s. 6d...All these estimates were madeMr. Thomas Telford, in 1825.

The map opposite shows thisbandoned@ibranch. It is taken from an undated
6Map of the Birmingham and Liverpoo
Thomas Tel ford, Civil Engineer, F. R.
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