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Trustees 

§ Chairman: Chris Chambers 

The Round House, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR  

Tel:  01948 880765 email:  chair@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Vice Chairman:  Tam Hazan 

Severnside House, 75 Coton Hill, Shrewsbury, SY1 2DP 

Tel:  01743 352172 email:  thazan@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Secretary:  Steve Bean  

4 Arscott, Pontesbury, Shrewsbury, SY5 0XP 

Tel:   01743 860488 email: secretary@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Treasurer: Keith Lewis 

2 Nevil Road, Wellington, Telford, TF1 3DE 

Tel:   07966 185848 email:  treasurer@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Membership Secretary: Dee Nelson 

Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 

Tel:  01743 761447   email:  membership@sncanal.org.uk 

§ David Adams 

Beeston House, 2 Princess Gardens, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7ET 

Tel:  01952 810681 email:  dadams@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Eric Cox 

35 King Street, Broseley, Shropshire, TF12 5NA 

Tel:   01952 883568 email:  ecox@sncanal.org.uk 

§ David Crow 

Wappenshall Farm, Wellington, Telford, Shropshire, TF6 6DE 

Tel:   01952 222134 email:  dcrow@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Paul Havell 

6 Stokesay Road, Wellington, Telford,   TF1 3NU 

Tel:   01952 279163 email:  phavell@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Steve Jones 

15 Waterford Drive, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7AU 

Tel:  01952 812586 email:  sjones@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Brian Nelson 

Brookfield, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, SY5 6PH 

Tel:  01743 761447 email:  bnelson@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Dennis Rogers 

Melden, 21 Newtown, Church Aston, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7HT 

Tel: 01952 813377 email:  drogers@sncanal.org.uk 

§ John Roscoe 

The Grange, Marsh Lane, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SA 
Tel:  01630 661928  email:  jroscoe@sncanal.org.uk 

§ Linda Thomas 

116 Muxton Lane, Muxton, Shropshire, TF2 8PF 

Tel:  01952 676557  email:  lthomas@sncanal.org.uk 

§ John Yates 

8 Market St, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5EA 

Tel:  01939 234754  email:  jyates@sncanal.org.uk 
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Dates for Your Diary  

Please also watch the website for updates and further details (Events page). 

§ Friday 11
th
 September 2009 ï Memberôs BBQ (see page 11) 

§ Saturday 12
th
 & Sunday 13

th
 September 2009 ï Heritage Open Days (see 

page 10) 

§ Saturday 12
th
 & Sunday 13

th
 September 2009 ï Ellesmere Festival - The 

Trust will attend this event.  

§ Thursday 17
th
 September 2009 ï Trusteesô Meeting, 7.30 p.m, Shrewsbury *   

§ Saturday 19
th
 & Sunday 20

th
 September 2009 ï Whitchurch Boat Rally - 

The Trust will attend this event. 

§ Saturday 20
th
 March 2010 ï AGM, Lunch & Presentation ï details to 

follow 

*  Please contact the Secretary to confirm date and location if you would like to attend.  

Also note that members may be asked to withdraw for certain confidential items. 

 

Items for S&News, including óLetters to the Editorô, to Steve Bean (details 

opposite) or news@sncanal.org.uk 

The views expressed by contributors to S&News do not necessarily represent the 

views or policies of The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust. 

If you would prefer to receive S&News as an Adobe Acrobat (pdf file) 

attachment to an email, please email ónews@sncanal.org.ukô.  This version 

will be in colour and received earlier than the printed version. 
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Membership  

We are very pleased to welcome as members:  

Sheila Purks of Shrewsbury;  Peter & Gillian Aldridge of Telford;  Les & Linda 

Worrall of Telford; Malcolm James & Patricia Addison of Telford;  Stuart & Lucy 

Moore & Family of Newport;  Andy Ann & Ben Coleyshaw of Telford;  David & 

Maureen Wolverson of Telford;  Freemans of Telford Ltd of Telford;  Ron & Sue 

Falder of Lilleshall;  William & Mary Hudson & Family of High Offley, 

Staffordshire;  Raymond & Elizabeth Holder of Telford;  Wyn & Peter Hicks of 

Telford;  Andrew & Jill Findlay & Family of Telford;  John & Sandra Dale of 

Shrewsbury;  Maggie & Steve Johnson of Longden On Tern;  Anne Brown of 

Telford;  Kenneth & Margaret Buttress of Telford;  Martin & Julie Clark of 

Telford;  Glyn Cooke of Telford;  David & Maureen Moffat of Telford;  Joanne & 

Andrew Adey & Family of Telford;  Maurice & Ann Jones of Telford;  Owen 

Paterson of Ellesmere;  Roger Viggers of Telford;  Peter Boughey of Telford;  

Andrew Dady of Shrewsbury;  Christine & Robert Sabine of Telford; Rosie 

Gaughan of Telford;  Donna Bissell, Rich Eley & Family of Telford;  Ann & Jim 

Jordan of Telford;  Amie & Chris Dawson of London;  Brian & Christine Jones of 

Telford;  Amanda & Raymond Sheldon & Family of Telford;  Colin Snape & 

Family of Newport;  Stewart & Lisa Pickering & Family of Telford;  Andrew 

Brown & Linda Neary of Colchester, Essex;  Nicholas Galloway of Nottingham;  

Patrick Dyer of Shrewsbury;  John Heather of Whitchurch. 

The current membership total is 874.  This is, once again, our highest membership 

total to date. 

From the Chair....  

We now have control of the Wappenshall site.  You may recall that about eighteen 

months ago I stood up at the AGM and made the assertion that I felt we might get 

a boat on the water at Wappenshall in the proceeding twelve months; sometimes 

these things do have a habit of coming back and biting you on the bottom, but I 

said it in all sincerity, and do still feel that once we have something floating at 

Wappenshall it will be a really big fillip for all concerned and a marvellous tool 

for recruiting more helpers and volunteers. There are operational problems that we 

have to consider when it comes to working on the site, but I am hopeful that we 

can work to come up with a medium term strategy that ensures both a safe and 

clear working environment but also accommodates the aspirations of those not 

directly involved in the óbricks and mortarô operation. 

In essence we need to develop a strategy and schedule of works for the four areas 

of the system that we want to move forward on: Norbury, Newport, Wappenshall 

and Shrewsbury.  

Whilst we have a responsibility at Wappenshall, which I feel has a major role to 
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play in the future development of the culture and environment around the Wrekin; 

and at Newport we have a seat around the table in the discussions regarding 

regeneration, because we have been proactive; we are still only interested 

bystanders at Norbury and Shrewsbury.  

In Shrewsbury things are starting to become clearer following the establishment of 

the new councils, Shropshire Council and Shrewsbury Town Council. I have been 

establishing meetings with officers of the councils, specifically concerning the 

Flaxmill and Canal Tavern. There is a partnership to be had and we will now be 

more pro active in our relationship with these two authorities. I hope that we have 

the same co operation as that shown by the Borough of Telford and Wrekin. 

There is some discussion at the moment regarding the North Shrewsbury Corridor 

and we will be looking to reclaim our ground in terms of the blue print for the 

future growth and regeneration of the area, something that has been lost with all 

the reorganisation in recent months. It is my intention to try and create a 

path/project that would interest the Council officers and fulfil our aspirations in 

Shrewsbury. 

Chris Chambers 

Wappenshall Update  

As stated in Chrisô item above, the lease on the buildings at Wappenshall has now 

been completed. This finally occurred on 23
rd
 June, after which there was 

significant coverage in the local press and on local radio. 

Eric Cox has been appointed as Project Co-ordinator for the refurbishment of the 

Wappenshall Wharf site.  With others he has interviewed six architects and 

shortlisted three.  They will now be coming back by the end of August when a 

decision will be made on the architect who will be working with the Trust in the 

development. 

Eric has not been slow in getting off the mark!  Prior to the completion of the 

lease he had organised three inspirational trips to similar buildings and 

developments in Stourbridge, Ironbridge and Market Drayton, from which many 

ideas were stolen! 

Since then he has organised a number of actions, including the following: 

¶ the electricity supply has been rerouted so that it is now safe; 

¶ the buildings have had a major structural survey by a structural engineer; 

¶ the septic tank has been emptied; 

¶ application has been made for an appraisal of the buildings to see what 

alternative energy sources might be used;  
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¶ consultation with the probation service has been made which should result in 

having some of their work teams on site;  

¶ a survey has been completed by the Shropshire Barn Owl Trust;  

¶ a graphics company has been consulted to produce a large board explaining 

who we are and our aims. Depending on cost a site interpretation board may 

be produced as well.  

Derek Hillaby and Bernie Jones were also busy in organising a number of work 

parties which have resulted in the edges of the wharf area being exposed for the 

first time in many years.  The working party on 16
th
/17

th
 May had the benefit of a 

full -sized JCB and allowed a tremendous amount of óTime Teamô type work to be 

carried ï many thanks go to the enthusiastic JCB operator who demonstrated 

superb precision skills and gave his time for free.   

  

Work in Progress ï 

Some of the results can be seen in the photographs on the back cover. 

If you are looking to visit the site please see the events planned in September (see 

pages 10/11) when the buildings will be open, although the top floor of the large 

warehouse is unsafe and is now unfortunately out of bounds to everyone.  
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Canal Developments at Newport  

The Newport Regeneration Partnership, which includes representatives of the 

leading organisations in the town, Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club, Civic 

Society etc., together with the Town and Borough Councils is presently 

attempting to undertake the restoration of the central section of the Newport 

length of the canal via a Sub-Group. Our Trust is represented by Trustee David 

Adams, who is also the Vice Chairman of the Partnership and Chairman of the 

Sub-Group. Our Trustee Engineer Dennis Rogers is the second representative and 

Trustee John Roscoe also serves on the Sub Group. 

The former Newport Urban District Council, (of which David Adams was Vice 

Chairman) had the foresight to acquire the 1.5 mile length of the canal from 

British Waterways following the demise of the old S&N Canal Association in 

1969, and thus prevented development which may well have been made across it. 

With the £3,500 maintenance payment from B.W. it was able to completely clean 

out the length and using water pumped from the Strine Brook restore it for fishing. 

Meretown Lock was buried, while the Fishers, Town, and Tickethouse Locks 

having had their gates removed were partially filled with a cascade in place of the 

bottom gates. The waters were subsequently let to fishing clubs to maintain and a 

cast iron replica canal plaque recording the work was subsequently affixed to the 

Town Bridge.  

In 1970 the County Council decided to remove the granite setts which had been 

laid in 1860 in Newport High Street and were becoming dangerous to heavier 

lorries; a quantity of which, together with the road's understructure, were dumped 

on the side of the canal west of the Town Bridge. Unfortunately the ground was 

soft peat and the weight caused the newly re-excavated canal bed to rise and a 

section of 88 metres had to be filled in with a new narrow water channel directed 

across it. As housing was developing in the north east sector of the town it became 

necessary in 1971 to direct a new sewer, the Strine Valley Sewer, along part of the 

towpath, under the Town Bridge thus restricting its headroom, to make a 

connection within the newly filled in section. Ownership of the length passed to 

Wrekin District Council in 1974. 

Thus in wishing to attempt to restore the central part of the canal the Partnership 

and its Sub-Group has to a) re-align the sewer, b) excavate, reline, and rewater the 

filled in section, c) remove the fill from the Town Lock, and d) hopefully replace 

the gates in the lock and e) finally, if possible, to acquire a horse drawn trip boat.  

Luckily since 2007 Telford & Wrekin Borough Council realising the regenerative 

potential have become serious supporters of the canal restoration, together with 

improvements to all their District Centres. To this end they have found £1.5m to 

spend in Newport and thus during March this year conducted a series of 

consultations with the townspeople as to how this money might best be spent. The 
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public had previously expressed an interest in four priorities: the canal, Victoria 

Park adjoining the canal, the High Street, and the town's central square. When 

these were put to them work on the canal and the High Street received almost 

equal predominance. This was no surprise as the people of Newport have 

enthusiastically supported the restoration of the canal to navigation since it was 

first proposed in 1965. Thus it would appear that there may be a sum of 

approximately £450,000 which can be spent on the canal. 

The Severn Trent Water Company have been most helpful in working with Dennis 

Rogers in replanning the re-alignment of the sewer and their local engineer Steve 

Jones has become a Trustee. Thus a contract for the re-alignment combined with 

the removal of the fill is ready to be let. It may be that some part of the removed 

fill may be helpful to the Victoria Park project. In the meantime it has been 

necessary for the Council to undertake tests as to whether any of the fill has been 

contaminated and to this end a number of test holes were excavated on 16th June 

from which the results of the tests are awaited. It is hoped that the major works 

can be commenced in the autumn. The Partnership is also very grateful to 

Squadron Leader Laurie Boardman of R.A.F Cosford who has taken a great 

interest in the Canal Sub-Group and has offered the services of his trainee cadets 

to help with various parts of these works. John Roscoe of the Trust has also been 

sourcing prices for the replacement gates in the Town Lock. If these works are 

ultimately successful it is hoped that the Partnership or Trust can contemplate the 

restoration of both Fishers and Tickethouse locks, which will then make the 

Newport section navigable along its entire 1½ mile length. 

 

A restored Newport Town Lock ï but not quite yet! 
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Items in Brief  

B&Q Grant  

B&Q support many local community projects through a scheme called B&Q One 

Planet Living Grants, which provides between £50 and £250 of B&Q materials for 

projects supporting at least one of the following themes ï save energy, conserve 

nature, support local culture & heritage and grow your own. 

So a letter from Bernie Jones to the B&Q store in Telford resulted in £200 worth 

of tools etc from the store.  This was made up of two good quality wheelbarrows, 

three large shovels, two pick-axes and a very strong padlock and chain for 

securing the doors at Wappenshall.   

All this was made possible because of the efforts of one of B&Q's employees, 

Annie Liston.  Annie has cancer and had been undergoing chemotherapy for the 

previous three months, but once she discovered that Bernieôs letter had gone 

unanswered, she made it her personal mission to see that the Trust got one of this 

year's grants.  She even apologised for it having taken so long, because she had to 

fit it round her chemo sessions! 

The Trustôs sincere thanks go to Bernie and Derek Hillaby for making the 

arrangements and to B&Q and Annie for their help and generosity. 

If you would like to volunteers as a guide or steward please contact Tam Hazan 

(details inside front cover) in the first instance. 

 

Pontcysyllte Gets World Heritage Site Status  

At the end of June, Pontcysyllte Aqueduct 

(of which our own Longdon-upon-Tern 

Aqueduct is considered by many to be a 

prototype) was given World Heritage Site 

status and became the 28th World Heritage 

Site in the UK. 

The site was first put on UK's list of 

potential World Heritage Sites in 1999, and 

with this decision by UNESCO it achieves 

an equal status to the Taj Mahal and the 

Acropolis. 
 

Not only does the status relate to the aqueduct itself, but to 11 miles of canal from 

Chirk through to the Horseshoe Falls on the Dee at Llangollen. The announcement 

should mean a significant boost for the visitor business in the area. 
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Northern Canals Association (NCA) 

The S&NCT hosted the spring meeting of the NCA 26
th
 April.  Over thirty 

representatives, who had travelled from as far away as Yorkshire, met initially at 

Wappenshall Junction where they were welcomed by S&NCT Chairman, Chris 

Chambers.  After refreshments and a site tour of the buildings and canal basins, 

the meeting moved onto London-on-Tern Village Hall for the more formal 

presentations by the guest speakers and a buffet lunch.  At the end of the 

afternoon, a guided tour for the visitors was led by Brian Nelson to Telfordôs 

aqueduct where David Adams gave a talk on the structure, its history and 

importance. 

The meeting and visits were much enjoyed by the NCA delegates, and the whole 

event was enhanced by the glory of a beautiful, warm and sunny Shropshire day. 

 

Delegates listen to Chris Chambers on the bridge at Wappenshall 

 

Heritage Open Days 

On Saturday 12
th
 and Sunday 13

th
 September the Wappenshall Junction site will 

be open to the public, as part of national heritage week. 

We expect to receive guests from all across the UK, but especially we want to 

educate local residents on the exciting restoration project that is right on their 

doorstep.   
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Norbury Junction Rally  

May Day Bank Holiday weekend saw the annual S&NCT boat rally take place at 

Norbury Junction. 

As well as a good number of boats attending the rally, the Trust organised free 

trips for members of the public to introduce them to canals and to the Trust's 

restoration in particular. 

 

 

     Norbury Junction Rally 

 

 

 

Members BBQ 

To be held on Friday 11
th
 September at 7.30pm at Wappenshall Junction, the Trust 

is to hold a social get-together for members, at the start of the winter work party 

season. 

This will be an opportunity for members who have not yet had the opportunity, to 

visit our first major acquisition. 

If you can help to ómanô the BBQ please contact Tam Hazan (details inside front 

cover).   

More details will follow on website events page. 


