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Items for S&News, including óLetters to the Editorô, to Steve Bean (details 

opposite) or news@sncanal.org.uk 

The views expressed by contributors to S&News do not necessarily represent the 

views or policies of The Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust. 

If you would prefer to receive S&News as an Adobe Acrobat (pdf file) 

attachment to an email, please email ónews@sncanal.org.ukô.  This version 

wil l be in colour and received earlier than the printed version. 

Dates for Your Diary  

Please also watch the website for updates and further details (Events page). 

§ Saturday 10
th
 & Sunday 11

th
 October 2009 ï Wappenshall Work Party, 

It is not yet clear how much work there will be available to do.  If you are not 

yet on his email list please contact Derek Hillaby (Tel: 01743 709265, email:  

dmjhillaby@ btinternet.com) for further information or see the web site. 

§ Sunday 11
th
 October 2009 ï Sunday Picnic Lunch.   

See back cover for details. 

§ Saturday 31
st
  October 2009 ï Norbury Wharf Open Day  

David & Simon, of Norbury Wharf Ltd, are holding an Open Day to 

publicise their business - and have also invited the Trust along to publicise its 

activities.  Consequently the SNCT display with supporting Trustees & 

members will be on site to chat with visitors, and óspread the wordô. 

If you would like to assist with the manning of the stand during the day, 

please contact Tam Hazan. 

§ Thursday 19
th
 November 2009 ï Trusteesô Meeting, 7.30 p.m, Newport.  
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Please contact the Secretary to confirm date and location if you would like to 

attend.  Members may be asked to withdraw for certain confidential items. 

§ Saturday 20
th
 March 2010 ï AGM, Lunch & Presentation ï details to 

follow. 

§ Saturday 1
st
 & Sunday 2

nd
 May 2010 - Norbury Junction May Bank 

Holiday Rally  

See page 5 for further details. 

Wappenshall Update  

The Trust asked three short-listed architects to tender for the following services in 

respect of the Wappenshall buildings: 

1. Feasibility study and options appraisal including commercial assessment. 

2. Detailed site survey and building appraisal to advise on works required. 

3. Detailed design drawings and specification sufficient to enable 

competitive quotations to be obtained. 

4. Prepare and submit Planning Application including liaison with the Local 

Authority and English Heritage. 

5. Tender invitation process and adjudication of tenders. 

6. CDM coordination and Clerk of Works functions. 

7. General Project Management. 

The Trust has secured a grant that will largely fund item 1 on the above list and is 

hopeful of obtaining a further grant in respect of items 2 to 4.  Then the hard bit 

starts! 

Although a choice of architect has been made this has yet to be finally confirmed 

so an announcement cannot be made yet.  However, the selected architect 

recognises that ñthe proposals at Wappenshall represent an opportunity to restore 

a significant historical landmarkò and intend to use a wide range of specialists 

from Architecture, Conservation Architecture, Building Surveying, Access 

Consultancy, Structural Engineering, Mechanical and Electrical Services and 

Commercial Surveying. 

Of critical importance will be maintaining the historic nature and fabric of the 

building and to ódo it justiceô in what ever final use proves most beneficial. It is 

important that the character of the buildings is not lost so as not to take away from 

the experience of using or visiting the site; and that features such as little quirks 

and ódeficienciesô which by modern standards appear unacceptable are retained 

which act as positive points that enhance the enjoyment of any visit to an historic 

building and preserve the heritage for all to see. 
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In brief é 

The first few weekends of September were a busy time for the Trust with 

Wappenshall open for the Heritage Open Days and attendance at the boat rallies at 

Ellesmere and Whitchurch.  All events were considered a success and a number of 

new memberships gained at each. 

Thanks to those members who gave up their time to help at one (or in at least one 

case more than one) of these events.  If you might like to help at a future event 

please contact Tam Hazan (details inside front cover). 

 

Norbury Junction May Bank Holiday Rally in 2010 will follow a similar format to 

this year.  Chris Keane will be the harbourmaster, and Brian Nelson is 

coordinating the trip boat.  Please make a note in your diary, and volunteers will 

be welcomed!  Boaters should contact Chris (Tel: 01939 234714; email: 

ckeaneuk@aol.com) to book a space in the Rally. 

 

 

Reflections on Heritage Day at Wappenshall  

I visited Wappenshall on the Heritage Weekend on Sunday 13th September.  

Having left Wellington in 1966 at the age of 18, I had only twice since visited the 

site, in 1972 and 1991.  In 1972 I was on a rare visit home, and my then 8 year old 

youngest brother announced that he was ñboredò.  So I proposed a walk to where I 

once used to go fishing with Roger Ridley of Wheat Leasowes ï where is he now? 

ï ñWappenshall Wide-Holeò as I knew it.  When we got there he wasnôt 

impressed, and I could see why: what had once been a wide stretch of water at the 

junction of the two canals had shrunk to a muddy puddle, with possibly less water 

in it than it has today.   

I managed to access the site again in 1991, on a grey Autumn day.  Little had 

changed from my previous visit.  I was sad to see so much of the canal between 

Wappenshall and Shrewsbury had been filled in, perhaps lost for ever, its course 

sometimes given away by a line of trees, sometimes lost entirely under a ploughed 

field. 

The Shrewsbury and Newport Canal was very much a part of my life as a young 

boy in the 1950s and early 1960s.  As long as I can recall I have been fascinated 

by industrial archaeology and railways and canals in particular.  Alone, or with 

others of a like mind I have climbed up Trench Incline and can even remember the 

remains of the engine house, explored lengths of the canals above Coalport and 
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the Incline there before it was restored, and have prodded, poked around and 

climbed the remains of bygone industries in the Ironbridge Gorge in the days 

before it was the World Heritage Site it is today. Indeed, fifty years ago no-one 

seemed much interested in what remained ï even the famous Iron Bridge was 

threatened with destruction by the ñJackfield Slipò. 

Quite apart from my own interest in the canal as an important reminder of North 

Shropshireôs industrial past, it featured in our family life as well.  My grandfather, 

Herbert Purcell, who was born in 1887 told me that his Sunday School treat was a 

trip on the canal, followed by tea.  We lived from 1957 onwards on Leegomery 

Road in Wellington.  A favourite Summer Sunday evening walk would see us set 

out from Leegomery Road, down the ñBridle Pathò, then a short trip along what is 

now ñQueenswayò and was then little more than a country lane, then turn right up 

to Wappenshall.  We would then walk along the leafy towpath of the Shropshire 

Union Canal to Long Lane, have a drink in the garden of the ñBuckôs Headò then 

back along Long Lane and home.  Quite a long walk, but we thought nothing of it 

ï and we met plenty of others doing the same!  On Heritage Day I walked perhaps 

a quarter of a mile in the Shrewsbury direction, something I had not done for fifty 

years. 

I was fascinated by all I saw, and so many interesting features struck me:  the 

complicated bridging of the Newport Branch, the metal strips placed on the tops 

of the bridges to stop the towropes cutting into the stone, the ridged engineering 

bricks on the Newport Branch to help the horses keep their grip, the dark channel 

under the main warehouse, the iron strapping reinforcing the beams inside ï all 

wonderful, a story made of materials, the technology and the inventiveness of its 

day. 

How many people, I wonder, travelling by train between Wellington and 

Shrewsbury realize that the line was built originally by the Shropshire Union 

Railway and Canal Company.  The railway was later run jointly by the Great 

Western Railway and the London and North Western Railway, the latter company 

having taken over the SUR & C Company.  Despite what has often been said and 

written, in my view railway companies did not have a ñpolicyò of running the 

canals down. At least in the 19
th
 and early 20

th
 Centuries they tried to make the 

best of their assets. The rails protecting the quaysides at Wappenshall would have 

been manufactured by the LNWR at Crewe, used on the railway and when worn 

beyond their profile for rail use would have been bent and shaped for just this 

purpose. 

Having spent several happy hours at Wappenshall I made my way to Lubstree 

Wharf.  A rail line from the Lilleshall Company once reached this isolated spot 

many years ago.  It presents a quite idyllic scene today, spoiled only by the sad 

condition of the warehouse, purely LNWR in design but now roofless, the main 
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roof timbers having been removed and left to rot nearby 

My final visit was to the road overbridge on Long Lane.  What a beautiful 

monument to the bricklayerôs art this is ï Flemish bond, the headers pink, the 

stretchers blue, and as good as new.  I only wish I could read the stone plaque on 

the bridge - can anyone enlighten me? 

I finished the day with a drink in the garden of the Buckôs Head, reflecting on 

what a huge task the S & N Canals Trust and its partners have in front of them. I 

live in Stalybridge, and I have seen what has happened from the Huddersfield 

Canal Societyôs small beginnings to the fully re-opened canal of today; and 

remember the stretch through Stalybridge had been completely buried by 

buildings erected since it officially closed in 1944! 

Great things have small beginnings, and with this in mind I planted some acorns I 

had collected from a tree on the canal bank.  Already I can see a difference being 

made, and I am sure that the reopening plan will go from strength to strength. 

Paul White 

 

One of Paulôs photos showing the remaining ñmetal strips placed on the tops of 

the bridges to stop the towropes cutting into the stoneó.  
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Canal Police 

Whilst carrying out some  research into those who worked on the Shrewsbury & 

Newport Canals I came across the following entry in 1861 census for a William 

Pool living at Norbury, whose occupation is shown as 'Canal Police Officer'.  

 

Not having previously heard of canal companies having their own police, I 

submitted a query to NarrowBoat magazine, who in their Autumn 2009 issue have 

published a comprehensive response covering the subject quite widely. With the 

kind permission of the editor and author, Trust member Peter Brown, his reply 

relating to the Shropshire Union Canal is reproduced.    

ñIn 1853 the Shropshire Union Railways & Canal Co's Executive Committee 

approved 'Regulations for the Canal Establishment', and these included 

regulations in respect of the appointment of Clerks, Porters and Police. 

Unfortunately these do not show the jobs' duties (unlike most of the other jobs 

mentioned). 

Porters and police had to be not more than 35 years old on appointment, in general 

good health and perfectly free from any physical defects which would in the 

slightest degree interfere with an efficient discharge of the duties of the situation 

to which they might be nominated. Checks were to be made as to the applicant's 

moral character. 

Railways had been employing policemen from their early days, the first to have 

powers to do so in its Act being the London & Birmingham Railway. One of their 

primary duties was to prevent theft and pilferage, but they had much wider duties. 

In effect, they were the first signalmen. They were also expected to patrol a 

section of track and report any defects. At stations the policemen acted as ticket 

collectors and booking clerks. They gradually lost these duties through the 19th 

century but the organisation of railway police as a separate department, operating 

on similar lines to the civil police, was not generally adopted until after 1900. 

The Canal Police Act was passed in 1840, permitting canal companies to set up a 

police force, with powers extending to half a mile either side of the canal. Little 

came of this Act. 

My inference is that the word 'police' carries meanings which may mislead a 21st 

century reader, and 'inspector' would be a truer modern description.ò 

[NarrowBoat is available by subscription (http://www.narrowboatmagazine.com), 

or from boatyards and canalside shops. It is not available in newsagents] . 
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Letters to the Editor  

As a member may I express my disappointment on the lack of any future working 

parties being included in the Diary Dates.  It is essential to plan ahead giving 

some of the large membership the opportunity to help continue the excellent work 

Derek Hillaby and Bernie Jones have started at Wappenshall.  Maybe, other areas 

of the Shrewsbury and Newport Canal could receive attention to highlight the line 

of the canal system.  For example, clearing the overgrowth from around the brick 

aqueduct at Rodington (with the landownerôs permission). 

Some members would prefer to offer practical help which could achieve good 

publicity as existing parts of the canal become obvious to people living or 

travelling through the area. 

Stefan Bielecki 

 

Funny that you should mention that particular spot, but I had been thinking about 

that location as well. 

The problem with clearing sections so far in advance of the full restoration [as 

now starting at Wappenshall] is that we go in ï full of enthusiasm - and clear all 

the vegetation and rubbish away to reveal a feature in its true glory.  

Unfortunately Mother Nature then returns, and grass and weeds re-grow and new 

rubbish accumulates.  This was noticed at Wappenshall and Lubstree, and at the 

Rea Farm section: it becomes a little disappointing to put in so much hard graft 

only to find that oneôs efforts have been covered over again in two or three years. 

Your point about publicity and drawing attention is very valid.  Perhaps we should 

accept that in this long term project some of our work will have to be visited, and 

take the gain in raising local awareness and interest levels?  Perhaps the 

immediate local community would take some óownershipô of that small part of the 

project and continue to keep it tidy in subsequent years ï pending the arrival of 

the canal restoration proper? 

I will make enquiries, and if the landowner is óon sideô I will organise a 

ñRODINGTION REVEALò WORKING PARTY for late winter. 

Tam Hazan 

 

 

The Trust has leased the warehouse buildings at Wappenshall but as yet 1 

understand no use or users have been found for the buildings. What steps are the 

Trustees taking to find potential users and uses for the buildings and is there any 

intention to find out from the local people what they would like to see the 
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buildings used for? 

The question is a serious one because until you know what the buildings are or 

might be used for it is difficult to draw up a design brief. My own take is that there 

has to be flexibility. The buildings could be used in a number of ways and that 

should remain so. This would be a restraint in the design brief. Whatever is done 

for a particular use should be removable so that later alternative uses are still 

possible or indeed shared use is possible. 

David Cant 

I hope that the update on page 4 in part answers your question.  The essential first 

stage is the options appraisal which will be carried out as soon as possible.  As 

one of the potential functions for part of the buildings may be as a óvillage hallô, 

local people must be included in the consultation about possible uses as you 

suggest.  

I think it would be fair to say that in Trustee discussions to date óflexibilityô is 

probably one of the most used words and there is agreement that the space, 

particularly within the larger warehouse, should be kept as open as possible to 

enable its original function to be understood. Additionally, as the building suffers 

from obvious structural problems which may need reinforcing with modern 

structures, it is also felt that these should be clearly identifiable as modern if they 

have to be visible.  This is a sentiment with which it is hoped you would agree. 

Steve Bean         

 

 

Is the correct pronunciation of 'Wappenshall' 'WappenSHall' or 'Wappens-hall'?  

Peter Brown 

Ah now thereôs a question!  I must admit that I, and I think most others, use the 

former.   

Thinking that looking for the origin of the name (was there for example a 

Wappens Hall?) might help an internet search revealed nothing!  Except the fact 

that the name is clearly much older than I had thought.  The Victoria County 

History includes the following references:  

John of Cambrai, lord of Leegomery, who gave land [to the Priory of 

Wombridge] in Wappenshall between 1187 and 1197. 

Wappenshall (mentioned 1228) consisted by 1723 of Wappenshall Farm 

and c. 3 cottages, as in 1983. At the canal junction, opened 1835, there was 

a public house in 1841 and a house by the wharf. A few cottages were 

added near the junction before the 1880s but by 1870 the public house was 

closed and there was no further growth. 
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Alan of Charlton had demesne land in Wappenshall in 1317, which 

descended with Apley. At his death in 1566 William Charlton of Apley had 

a small freehold at Leegomery. About 1676 the Charltons owned 75 a. in 

Wappenshall (where they had a lease of 206 a. more) and 31 a. in 

Leegomery. St. John Chiverton Charlton owned 59 a. in Wappenshall and 

73 a. in Leegomery in 1842. His heir R. F. Meyrick added the duke of 

Sutherland's Leegomery estate, and owned land in Wappenshall in 1929. In 

1971 W.J.C. CharltonMeyrick sold his Leegomery estate to Telford 

development corporation, the owner in 1981.  

So, can any reader offer a definitive answer for Peter?   

And may I ask my own question?  In my internet search I also found the following 

quote, the source of which is given as óLocal inf.ô, ñAn iron chapel at 

Wappenshall canal junction closed for worship in the early 20th century and was 

dismantled.ò  Can anyone give the precise location or further details? 

Steve Bean 

 

 

Not a óletter to the editorô, but a question I was frequently asked when showing 

visitors around Wappenshall on the Heritage Open Days and explaining that they 

were principally built for the transhipment of goods between tub-boat and 

narrowboat, was ówhat was a tub-boat?ô.  Now I know some were members and I 

hope the following photograph will help.  For scale, they were about 20 feet long 

by 6 feet wide. 

 

Steve Bean 
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New Items for Sale  

¶ Key Fob 

 

A Trust key fob has been produced 

and is now available at just £1.00 

each. 

These can be collected in person at 

Trust events for from Tam Hazan 

(details inside front cover). 

For orders of greater than 3 they can 

also be posted free. 

 

¶ Shrewsbury & Newport: A 21
st
 Century Canal 

As briefly featured in the last S&News, 

this booklet produced by Dennis Rogers, 

sets out a definitive list of achievements 

of the Trust.  It includes many of the 

ideas and plans he has produced over the 

years and a good number of maps.  

Running to over 60 pages, many in 

colour, it is available to members at a 

price of £8.00 (if collected at a Trust 

event) or £10.00 including postage & 

packing (cheques payable to 

óShrewsbury & Newport Canals Trustô) 

from: Mrs M Rogers, Melden, 21 

Newtown, Church Aston, Newport, 

Shropshire, TF10 7HT. 
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Rodington Photogr aph 

Below is an undated photograph of the canal at Rodington. It was obtained by 

Bernie Jones from the landlady of the Hare & Hounds pub in Withington, to 

whom our thanks go.  

It appears to show some form of (pleasure?) boat through the bridge. This is 

shown in close up below.  Can anyone shed any light on this craft?  

 

 

Do you have any photos you would contribute to our archive? 


