
  

Shrewsbury and Newport Canals
Timeline

The history of the tub-boat canals and the Shrewsbury and 
Newport canals and some things that were going on in the 

country at the time
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1760

1767
Donnington Wood Canal built 
from collieries at Donnington 
Wood to Pave Lane near 
Newport with branch from 
Hughs Bridge to limestone 
quarries at Lilleshall and from 
the end of this near Wildmoor 
bridge, a second branch to 
Pitchcroft Quarry.1, 5

1765 1770

1760-1780

 1766
Trent & Mersey 
Canal authorised.  

 5

 1761
Opening of 
Bridgewater 
canal.5

Donnington Wood  Canal

Newport Canal

1760
Accession of George 
III

Josiah Wedgewood 
founds pottery works 
at Etruria

1763
End of 7 
years war 
with 
France

1768
Work begun 
on 
Forth/Clyde 
canal

1770
James Cook 
discovers 
Botany Bay, 
Australia 

1775 1780

1771 
Arkwright: 
1st spinning 
mill in 
England 

1773
Boston Tea 
Party 

First cast iron 
bridge built at 
Coalbrookdale 

1775
Start of 
American 
revolution
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Donnington Wood Canal 1962
photo: W Howard Williams
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17851780

1788
William Reynolds built private 
Wombridge Canal from Wombridge to 
western end of Donnington Wood canal 
to take coal from mine at Wombridge to 
blast furnace at Wrockwardine Wood, 2 
miles long.4, 5  

Ketley Canal from Oakengates to Ketley 
opened. 1½ miles long

Work started on northern end of 
Shropshire Canal from Donnington 
Wood canal to Southall Bank and from 
there by 2 branches to river Severn.  
Eastern branch via Blists Hill to Coalport, 
Western branch via Horsehay to Brierley 
Hill above Coalbrookdale. 5

1789 
Shropshire 
Canal: work 
started on 
Eastern 
Branch3

1790

1780 - 1800

1795 1800

1794 
Shrewsbury Canal from Donnington 
Wood Canal at Trench to 
Shrewsbury, incorporating eastern 
part of Wombridge Canal. Branches: 
Newport Branch, Humber Branch.  
First use from Trench inclined plane to 
Long Lane Wharf 2, 5

Shropshire canal: Brierley Hill shaft 
lifts replaced by inclined plane down to 
plateway. 5

1797
Donnington 
Wood Canal: 
tunnel & shaft 
system at Hughs 
Bridge replaced 
with inclined plane 

5

Western end of 
Wombridge canal 
went out of use 5

1791 
Shropshire 
Canal 
opened 5

1796 
Shrewsbury 
Canal: cast 
iron 
aquaduct at 
Longdon-on-
Tern. Whole 
canal 
opened 5

1792 
Shropshire 
Canal: western 
branch finished 5

Donnington Wood  Canal
Wombridge Canal
Ketley Canal
Shropshire Canal
Shrewsbury Canal
Newport Canal

1783 
GB recognises 
independence 
of US

1782
James Watt 
invents 
double-acting 
rotary steam 
engine

1789 
The start of 
the French 
Revolution

1788
“Daily 
Universal 
Register” 
becomes “The 
Times”

1790
Building of 
Firth-Clyde & 
Oxford-
Birmingham 
canals begins

First steam 
powered 
rolling mill 
built 
in England

1791
Abolition of 
the Slave 
Trade

1796
Edward 
Jenner: 
smallpox 
vaccine

1799
Nelson 
destroys 
French fleet 
in Abukir 
bay
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1815181018051800

1800 - 1820

1800
Shropshire Canal: 
Plateway laid along 
towpath from 
Brierley Hill to 
Horsehay so this 
section of canal 
abandoned 5

1810 
Shropshire 
Canal: new 
basin dug at 
Coalport to 
take 60 tub 
boats & 
wharves 
extended5

1815 - 1830 
Rebuilding of 
Holyhead 
Road 5

Donnington Wood  Canal
Ketley Canal
Shropshire Canal
Shrewsbury Canal
Newport Canal

1820

1800
Trevithick: 
light pressure 
steam 
engine

Volta 
produces 
electricity 
from cell - 1st 
battery of zinc 
& copper 
plates

1801
Union Jack 
becomes the 
official flag of 
the United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Ireland

1803
Building of 
Caledonian 
Canal begins

1807
First Ascot 
Gold Cup

Gas street 
lighting in 
London

1811
George III 
insane, Prince 
of Wales 
becomes Prince 
Regent

Luddites 
destroy 
machines in NE

1814
George 
Stevenson: 
first practical 
steam 
locomotive

1815
Nelson & 
Blucher 
defeat 
Napoleon at 
Waterloo

1818
“Savannah” 
first 
steamship to 
cross Atlantic

1818 
Ketley 
canal 
abandoned 
5

Site of Ketley Inclined Plane c1952 & lower 
basin of canal.  Photo: W Howard Williams
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1820 184018351825

1835 
Birmingham and Liverpool 
Junction canal opened. 5

The Newport Branch
built from Norbury to a new junction 
with the Shrewsbury Canal at 
Wappenshall connected Telford 
canals to main line.1, 2

Shrewsbury Canal widened to 
take narrowboats

1820-1840

Donnington Wood  Canal
Shropshire Canal
Shrewsbury Canal
Newport Canal

1820 
George III 
died.  
Succeeded 
by Prince 
Regent as 
George IV

1823 
Charles 
Macintosh 
invents 
waterproof 
fabric

1825 
Opening of 
Stockton-
Darlington 
railway - first 
to carry 
passengers

1829 
New Act of 
Parliament 
establishes 
effective 
police force 
in London

George 
Stevenson's 
“Rocket” 
wins prize in 
Rainhill trials

1830 
William IV 
becomes 
King

1831 
Chloroform 
invented

Charles 
Darwin 
sails on 5 
yr voyage 
on HMS 
Beagle

London 
Bridge 
opened

1837
William IV 
dies, 
succeeded 
by Victoria

Electric 
telegraph 
invented

1838
Queen 
Victoria's 
coronation

1839
Goodyear 
invents 
process of 
vulcanisation 
making 
possible the 
commercial 
use of rubber
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Wappenshall Junction in the 1950s   
Photo: Tom Manning

Return to Start

1830



  

1845 186018551850

1844 
Humber Arm 
built off Humber 
Lane just south of 
Kinnersley to 
service business 
interests in 
Donnington & 
Lilleshall areas by 
Duke of 
Sutherland.
Lubstree Wharf 
at head of 
Humber Arm 3

1840-1860

1845 
B&LJ and Ellesmere 
canal companies 
merged 5

Shropshire Union of 
Railways & Canals 
formed including the 
Ellesmere and 
Chester and 
Shrewsbury canals 5 

1847 
Shropshire 
Union of 
Railways & 
Canals leased 
by London and 
North Western 
Railway 5 

1855 
Breach in 
Shropshire  
Canal causing 
flooding in 
Oakengates 5 

1857 
LNWR closed 
Shropshire Canal 
from Wrockwardine 
Wood inclined plane 
to Windmill inclined 
plane and used bed 
for railway 5 

1858 rest of  
Shropshire  Canal closed 
except for section south of 
Tweedale Basin near to 
Windmill Farm inclined 
plane to Coalport5 

Donnington Wood  Canal

Shropshire Canal

Shrewsbury Canal

Newport Canal

1840 
Queen Victoria 
marries Prince 
Albert

Penny Postage 
started

1840

1843 
Thames 
Tunnel built 
by  M I Brunel

SS “Great 
Britain” 
launched

1846 
Irish Potato 
famine

Repeal of the 
Corn Laws: 
grain imports 
no longer 
taxed.

1851 
Singer: first 
continuous 
stitch sewing 
machine

The Great 
Exhibition at 
the Crystal 
Palace

1853 
Crimean War 
begins

1855 
Invention of 
printing 
telegraph

First iron 
Cunard 
steamer 
crosses 
atlantic.

1857 
First safety 
elevator

Transatlantic 
submarine 
cable laid

1859 
Steamroller 
invented

Darwin: “On 
the Origin of 
the Species by 
Natural 
Selection”

Transhipment Shed, Humber Arm
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18651860

1861 
Railway from SUR&C line 
at Hadley to Coalport 
opened.  Stirchley tunnel 
converted to cutting. 5 

1860 Most traffic from 
remains of Donnington 
Wood & Wombridge 
canals transferred to 
Lubstree Wharf on Humber 
Arm.5 

1860 -1880

18751870

1870 Shropshire 
Union Canal 
Carrying Company 
took over running of 
Lubstree Wharf at 
head of Humber 
Branch (from 3rd 
Duke) 3

1873 Lilleshall branch of 
Donnington Wood 
Canal abandoned & 
section east of Muxton 
Bridge became disused.  
Part of former canal bed 
used as one of driveways 
to Lilleshall Hall 5

1880

Donnington Wood  Canal
Shropshire Canal

Shrewsbury Canal

Newport Canal

1861 
Prince Albert 
died

First horse 
drawn trams 
in London

1865 
End of 
American 
Civil War

Atlantic 
cable 
completed

1866 
Dynamite 
invented

Underwater 
torpedo 
invented

First Dr 
Barnado 
Home opens

1869 
Opening of 
Suez Canal

“Cutty 
Sark” 
launched

1873 
Colour 
photographs 
first 
developed

Building of 
Severn 
Tunnel 
begins

1875 
London's 
main 
sewerage 
system 
completed

Captain 
Webb first 
person to 
swim the 
English 
Channel

1876 
Bell invents 
telephone

1877 
Edison 
invents 
phonograph

1879 
Collapse of 
Tay Bridge, 
Scotland

London's first 
telephone 
exchange
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18901885 18951880 1900

1880 - 1900 Donnington Wood  Canal

Shropshire Canal

Shrewsbury Canal

Newport Canal

1880
First practical 
electric light

Canned 
fruits & 
meats first 
appear in 
stores

Education for 
children made 
compulsary

1884 
Sir Charles 
Parsons 
invents first 
practical 
steam 
turbine 
engine

First deep 
tube 
underground 
railway 
opens in 
London

1885 
Benz: single 
cylinder 
engine for 
motor car

First electric 
tram in 
Blackpool

1886 
Severn 
Tunnel 
opened

1888 
“Kodak” box 
camera

Pneumatic 
tyre

“Jack the 
Ripper” 
murders 6 
women

1890 
Forth 
Bridge 
opened

1893 
Benz: 4 
wheeled car

Henry Ford 
builds his 
first car

Manchester 
Ship Canal 
completed

1895 
Marconi 
invents 
radio 
telegraphy

Röntgen 
discovers x 
rays

Gillette 
invents 
safety razor

1896 
First 
modern 
Olympics 
held in 
Athens

The route of the Severn Tunnel 
map 1946
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1905 1910 1915

1912  Shropshire 
canal closed 
except last bit 
running to top of 
Hay incline.2, 5 

1904 Donnington 
Wood canal 
closed.2, 5 

19201900

1900 -1920 Donnington Wood  Canal

Shropshire Canal

Shrewsbury Canal

Newport Canal

1901
Queen 
Victoria 
dies, 
succeeded 
by Edward 
VII 

First British 
submarine 
launched

1908
Old Age 
Pension
s started

1910 
King 
Edward VII 
dies, 
succeeded 
by George 
V

1911 
National 
Health 
Insurance 
Bill

1912 
Coal, dock and 
transport workers 
strikes

R F Scott 
reaches South 
Pole

Royal Flying 
Corps (later the 
RAF) established

SS Titanic sinks

1914 
Start of  
World War I

Panama 
canal 
opened

1915 
Junkers 
constructs 
first fighter 
aeroplane

1918
End of World 
War I

Women over 
30 get vote

World Wide 
influenza 
epidemic

1919 
Alcock & 
Brown: first 
non-stop 
flight across 
the Atlantic

Lady Astor 
first British 
woman MP 
takes her seat 
in parliament

Hay Inclined Plane 2004
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19251920

1922  5th Duke 
closed Lubstree 
Wharf on Humber 
Branch 3

1922  SUR&C merged 
with L&NWR and in 1924 
became part of new 
London, Midland & 
Scottish Railways 5

1930 1935 1940

1920-1940

Shrewsbury Canal

Newport Canal

1920 
Marconi opens 
1st public 
broadcasting 
station

1921
BBC 
founded

1924 
British 
Imperial 
Airways 
begins 
operation

1926 
General 
strike

1928 
Women over 21 
given vote

Baird 
demonstrates 
colour TV

Discovery of 
penicillin

1934 
Introduction of 
driving 
licences

1936 
George V dies, 
succeeded by 
Edward VIII 
who abdicates in 
December and 
is succeeded by  
George VI

BBC TV 
inaugurated

1939 
Start of 
World War II

King George VI, Portrait by Sir 
Gerald Kelly
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19501945

1944 
Shrewsbury 
Canal closed 2

Newport Canal 
Closed

Last bit of 
Shropshire 
canal closed 5

1948 
 Nationalisation of 
canals 5

1940

1940-1950
Shrewsbury Canal

Newport Canal

1945 
VE day in May: 
Victory in Europe

Family 
Allowances 
introduced

End of WW2 in 
August

1946 
 London 
airport 
opens

1947 
Coal 
industry 
nationalised

invention of 
the 
transistor

1948 
 Railways 
nationalised

Eire becomes 
independent

Sources:
1. British Canals, An Illustrated History by Charles 
Hadfield,1984
2.  Wikipedia
3. Article in S&N News:  Issue 44/1 2012
4. Alistair Price 25th November 2011 (article in S&N News 
issue 44/1 2012
5 Canals of Shropshire by Richard K Morriss 1991 
Shropshire Books, Shropshire Leisure Services, 
Shrewsbury ISBN 0-903802-47-3

Severn Tunnel Map: by OS - OS Licensed under Public 
Domain Wikimedia Commons

Photo of Hay Inclined Plane: Ostrich at the English 
language Wikipedia [GFDL 
(www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC-BY-SA-3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/)], from 
Wikimedia Commons

Portrait of George VI: "King George VI" by Sir Gerald 
Kelly (1879-1972) - Royal Collection object 403422. 
Licensed under Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons - 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:King_George_VI
.jpg#mediaviewer/File:King_George_VI.jpg

Information in all orange boxes from: 
Timetables of History  by Bernard Grun

Compiled by S Lines 2013, amended 2014
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